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A continuing resolution to fund
the federal government through
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Non-Western Airpower: Diverse, Dissimilar and Disruptive

State and non-state actors outside the West are using coercive airpower in
disruptive ways.

Peter Layton

Research Article
How Territorial Security Influences Russian Cyber Security Strategy: Invisible
Lines, Visible Impact
Russia sees cyber security strategy as directly connected to concerns over territorial
integrity and physical security.
Tom Johansmeyer, Gareth Mott and Jason R C Nurse
Research Article
Soldier Enhancement through Brain—Computer Interfaces: The Risks of
Changing the Human Condition
Brain—computer interface technology presents potential benefits but also safety and
security concerns that must be carefully examined to avoid premature application in
the military domain.
Anna M Gielas

Trench Gascoigne Essay Prize 2024

Winner Military Category
Crisis and Opportunity: How China and Russia Challenge US Hegemony
Lessons on how joint Sino-Russian strategic challenges heighten US strategic overstretch.
Tim Shortland
Winner Student Category
Deterrence and War Powers
The post-Cold War understanding of the war prerogative has strayed too far from the
original nature and scope of war powers.
Daniel Skeffington
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Photo Essay

Climate Change and Health Security in Iraq: A Reportage

An investigative photo essay looks at the impact of climate change on Iraq’s hospitals,
schools and human security.

Susan Schulman
Reviews

The President’s Kill List: Assassination and US Foreign Policy since 1945

Unit X: How the Pentagon and Silicon Valley are Transforming the Future of War
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120 Accumulation by/for terrorism: the political economy of terrorism financing in
Nigeria
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Azerbaijani narratives of victory in Nagorno-Karabakh wars
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genocide of Unién Patriética (UP) candidates escalated and perpetuated
Colombia’s armed conflict
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Book Reviews
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Ananda Kumar Biswas
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4269  Process tracing and non-state violent actors: ensuring methodological rigor in
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Julie Mazzei and Sweta Sen

299  When terrorists attempt politics: an evaluation of Lashkar-e-Taiba's pursuit of
political transformation
Julian Droogan, Khuram Igbal and Syed Adnan Bukhari

327  Advocating for rebellion - Rebel diplomacy and international advocacy in the
Bougainville Crisis
Christopher Brucker

353 Dispersing into the ether: a discourse on how the Ugandan government
banished the LRA to the shadow realm
Majak D'Agoét

378 The myth of ‘hearts and minds’ in cold war Borneo 1962—74
David Phillips
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implications for counterinsurgency
Lawrence E. Cline

439  From jihad to politics: how Syrian jihadis embraced politics
Ahmed Sahal K. P

Current Journal Content 59 Vol. 24 / No. 05 / May 2025



“s

- Survival

GLOBAL POLITICS AND STRATEGY

Volume 67 Number 1 | February-March 2025

“Contents

The American Question

7  Waror Peace in Ukraine: US Moves and European Choices Frarncois Heisbourg
Coming on top of Trump’s animosity towards NATO, the West's inability to
secure a satisfactory outcome in Ukraine could change Russia’s assessment of
what Article 5 means.

23 American Isolationisms and the Riddle of Trump Redux John L. Harper
Donald Trump emerged as a figure to be reckoned with by exploiting and
encouraging a double revolt against the two main pillars of post-1945 foreign
policy: economic globalisation and military interventionism.

Commentary

45 With the Fall of Assad, Can Syria Rise? Natasha Hall
The ability of Syria’s new government to secure aid, maintain security and
mitigate infighting will depend on outside stakeholders who have not yet decided
whether the game is worth the candle.

55 A Shield for Europe: Reviving the European Defence Community Federico Fabbrini
A revived European Defence Community would create a real European pillar
within NATO, at once shielding Europe from the Russian threat and safeguarding
the transatlantic partnership.

61 IsIndonesia Sleepwalking into Strategic Alignment with China? Evan A. Laksmana
A major worry is that the economic benefits that Indonesian President Prabowo
Subianto seeks to reap by strategically cosying up to China will come at the
expense of fellow ASEAN members.

68 Noteworthy: Biden’s Warning and Trump’s Beginning

Evolving Alliances

71 Divisions of Labour: Security Cooperation Between Japan, South Korea and the
United States Takuya Matsuda and Jaehan Park
The three allies should start planning more concretely for the worst-case scenario:
China’s military invasion of Taiwan.

89 NATO’s New Members and the Baltic Strategic Balance Victor Duenow
While dubbing the Baltic Sea a ‘NATO lake’ remains unwarranted, the addition
of Finland and Sweden to the Alliance substantially diminishes Russia’s ability to
deny NATO access.
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99 Finance, Strategy and European Autonomy Elmar Hellendoorn
Financial developments appear to be increasing American leverage over Europe
even as the United States” commitment to Europe wanes.

123 Forum: European Nuclear Deterrence and Donald Trump Héloise Fayet, Andrew
Futter, Ulrich Kiihn, Lukasz Kulesa, Paul van Hooft and Kristin Ven Bruusgaard
European governments must invest jointly in conventional deterrence and
defence assets while building cooperative clusters around the French and British
nuclear hubs.

Plus

143 After Gaza: American Liberals and Israel Steven Simon
It can take a serious shock to eliminate perceptual lags. For American liberals,
Israel has now delivered one by way of the Gaza war.

159 The Fourth Industrial Revolution and International Security Dennis Murphy and
Lawrence Rubin
States that excel in the development and implementation of digital-engineering
techniques are likely to enjoy a significant strategic edge over those that do not.

Review Essay

173 Big Tech and the Brussels Effect Paul Fraioli
In Digital Empires, Anu Bradford illuminates how conflicts between the EU and the
US over technology could distract them from China’s competing and advancing
technologies and regulatory concepts.

Book Reviews

183 Africa Karen Smith

190 Asia-Pacific Lanxin Xiang

195 Russia and Eurasia Angela Stent

Closing Argument

201 Ireland’s Future: United, European and in NATO Jonathan Stevenson
The Republic of Ireland’s membership in NATO would diminish its strategic
vulnerability to Russia, defuse attempts to revive unionism and preserve the Good
Friday Agreement’s pathway to a united Ireland.
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Trump’s America and the Transatlantic Future

7 Alliance of Revisionists: A New Era for the Transatlantic Relationship Sophia Besch and
Tara Varma
With the support of the MAGA movement, revisionist forces in Europe might
succeed in dismantling the European project itself.

39 The End of lllusion: Why Europe Needs Independence from the United
States Stephen Wertheim
Since the end of the Cold War, the United States has installed itself as the leader
of European defence yet manifested little willingness to uphold its defence
commitments by fighting a major war.

55 Managing Divergence: The Transatlantic Economic Future Matthias Matthijs and
Matthew P. Goodman
Rather than worrying about what Donald Trump is going to do next, Europeans
need to make long-term investments in European industry, defence in particular.

69 Transatlantic Rupture: Legitimacy, Integration and Security Erik Jones
European complacency turned out to be a serious mistake. Brussels cannot now
wait for Trump, Pete Hegseth and their colleagues to figure out what they mean.

85 Transatlantic Security in a New Era Léonie Allard and Rachel Rizzo
The Biden administration’s constant assertion of America’s vital interest in and
commitment to Europe’s continental security discouraged Europe from pursuing
strategic autonomy with sufficient conviction.

Commentary

97  Europe’s Security Crisis: The Case for ‘Active Pessimism’ Benjamin Rhode
Revisions to the European security order that allow it to successfully defend itself
without America must be permanent.

107 China and America: How Xi Jinping Has Changed the Game Hilton L. Root

Even as China faces economic challenges, ideology has taken precedence, making
Beijing less responsive to external pressure.
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115 Al on the Battlefield: A Fait Accompli? Shashank Joshi
It is becoming increasingly difficult to draw a firm line between Al suggestions
and Al decisions.

123 The US Facing Israel: From Restrainer to Enabler Rob Geist Pinfold
The Trump administration’s support of the Israeli government stands to

consolidate Israeli far-right settlers’ ‘state capture’.

130 Noteworthy: Trump, Vance and Zelenskyy

Pacing America’s ‘Pacing Challenge’

133 States of Denial: Sensibly Defending Taiwan Matthew F. Cancian
The overarching virtue of the denial-over-weeks concept is that it avoids forcing
the US into a prolonged and unwinnable war.

Plus

159 From Petrodollar Partners to Geo-economic Rivals: Washington and the Arab Gulf
States Hasan T. Alhasan
The Arab Gulf states have rejected a wholesale alignment with the West against
China or Russia.

Review Essay

175 Sadie’s People Jonathan Stevenson
In her genre-busting novel of ideas, Creation Lake, Rachel Kushner imagines a
mercenary, disaffected spy unencumbered by John le Carré’s weary faith in the
instruments of state and the traditions of society.

Book Reviews

183 Environment and Resources Shiloh Fetzek
190 United States David C. Unger

197 Middle East Ray Takeyh

Closing Argument

203 Transatlantic Relations: Is There a Beginning After the End? Dana H. Allin and
Christopher S. Chivvis
The first two months of Trump’s second presidency have radically changed the terms
of the relationship by pulverising the Europeans’ understanding of the United States.
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THE UN’S PREDICAMENT 10
NEED FOR REFORM

S Subba Rao reviews the evolution in the structure and activities of the United
Nations, mainly since the end of the Cold War and exposes the organisation’s flaws
and weaknesses which threaten its survival because of growing irrelevance. However,
while emphasising the urgent need for reform, the author shows the obstacles that
prevent radical changes.

CONSTITUTIONAL DEMOCRACY AND PEOPLE-CENTRIC 26
ADMINISTRATION
A GLOBAL ENDEAVOUR TOWARDS GOOD GOVERNANCE

Democracies in the world are moving fast within a rapidly changing scenario, paving
the way for the emergence of new perspectives in public administration so as to
ensure a people-centric governance. The inbuilt flexibility and dynamism of modern
democracies demand new roles for administrative officials. Further, constitutions
are extending their mandates to meet the emerging challenges, thus helping citizens
to maximise their potential. To this end, public administration is being revamped
for achieving minimum government and maximum governance so as to fulfill the

ideal of Good Governance, according to Sudhanshu Tripathi.

BLACK SWAN EVENTS IN THE FOREIGN POLICY OF INDIA 42

India as an independent sovereign nation-state began its journey in August 1947 after
being released from the yoke of the British Raj. In the more than seven decades that
have elapsed since then, many ideologies have influenced the foreign policy of India.
During that period, a number of black swan events occurred and these episodes gave
new orientations and dimensions to the country’s development. Baruna Kumar Bebera
identifies some important geopolitical landmarks of the past years and qualifies them as
black swan events from the perspective of foreign policy formulation.

DISCORDANT NOTES IN THE KASHMIR ISSUE 54
Sukbwant S Bindra reviews the convoluted history of the dispute over Kashmir

between India and Pakistan since the independence of the two countries in 1947.
The author argues that the conflict permanently opposes the two states because it
is rooted in their critical but divergent political interests and ideological founding
principles and he discusses the various possible formulas for settlement that have
been envisioned in the last decades.
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THE CHESSBOARD OF CENTRAL ASIA 82

The five Central Asian countries, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan, gained independence in the early 1990s, after the fall of the Soviet
Union. The region is richly endowed with natural resources like crude oil, natural

as, cotton, gold, copper, aluminium, iron, uranium, hydropower potential, etc.

entral Asia is also a growing market with millions of customers. India takes
interest in the region; its major concerns include energy, security, trade investment,
infrastructure development, and the fight against Islamic fundamentalism. Saurabh
Dalal shows how Central Asia is a geopolitical chessboard and which powers are
playing a major role.

DECOLONISING TECHNOLOGY 92
A CRITICAL PERSPECTIVE FROM THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Digital colonialism is a looming concern in the compressed world of today,
generating a complex array of disjuncture and difference. Globalisation of
technology has disproportionately affected the population of least developed
countries, including the Black, indigenous and female population. In the wake of
the vertical flow of information technologies, technocratic imperialism is waxing in
strength. Developing countries like India underscore the fact that the economy of
the internet is increasingly dominated by the giant Western corporations, leading to
an inequitable sharing of its economic benefits. The communication process should
facilitate critical reflection to unveil the distortions. Akanksha Singh adopts a mixed
method and a qualitative approach, based on a detailed contemporary analysis.

INTERFAITH DIALOGUE AND DEVELOPMENT IN MOROCCO 110
KEYS TO ADDRESSING PEOPLE’S NEEDS

Yossef Ben-Meir describes the programme of Moroccan agricultural development
through fruit tree planting that he is carrying out, as President of the High Atlas
Foundation. This initiative relies on inter-religious and inter-cultural dialogue
and cooperation to improve mutual understanding and raise living standards in
underprivileged rural communities of the North African nation.

ISRAEL AND PALESTINE IN WORLD TRADE 120
ASSESSING THE ECONOMIC CONSEQUENCES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has not only maintained political tensions, but also
had profound economic effects that have affected the development and integration
of both entities into the global business environment. Israel and Palestine have
strategic geographic locations, skilled labour and innovative industries that could
drive economic growth and promote prosperity if effectively utilised. Gedam
Kamalakar points out projects such as joint industrial zones, cross-border
infrastructure development and regional trade agreements have the potential to
strengthen economic interdependence, build trust between communities and
create an enabling environment for sustainable development. By removing political
obstacles, fostering dialogue and supporting inclusive economic development
initiatives, stakeholders can unlock the economic potential of Israel and Palestine.
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UNDERRATED POTENTIAL OF SOFT POWER 130
INDIAN SPORTS AND FOOD DIPLOMACY

Indian sports and cuisine are often considered underrated tools of Indian soft power due
to a combination of strategic oversight, cultural fragmentation, and the dominance of
other global narratives according to Kriti. India’s foreign policy has focused on economic
growth, military strength, and technological advancements, sidelining the cultural
potential of sports and food in shaping perceptions. While cricket is hugely popular in
most Commonwealth member counties, especially through the Indian Premier League
(IPL), it has not been effectively integrated into India’s broader diplomatic strategy.
Similarly, Indian cuisine, despite its global appeal, remains regionally fragmented with
no unified approach to showcase it internationally.

THE IMPACT OF BLOCKCHAIN ON CONTRACT LAW 150
SMART CONTRACTS AND LEGAL ENFORCEMENT

N Vani Shree and Anil S M explore how smart contracts work, their enforceability
in different countries, and the challenges they bring to traditional legal systems.
Blockchain technology, with its decentralised and immutable nature, has introduced
significant transformations in various sectors, including finance, supply chains, and legal
frameworks. The distributed ledger technology (DLT) underlying blockchain offers a
secure, transparent, and tamper-resistant method for recording transactions. Smart
contracts are self-executing digital agreements that automatically enforce the terms of
the contract when predefined conditions are met, removing the need for intermediaries,
such as lawyers or banks.
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