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African Affairs 
THE JOURNAL OFTHE ROYAL AFRICAN SOCIETY 

Volume 123 Number 492 July 2024 

Contents 

Articles Page 
Salafism Between Purism and Politicking: Chieftaincy 

Struggles, Party Competition, and the Anbariya 
Movement in Dagbon, Northern Ghana 

Policing and citizen trust in Kenya: How community 
policing shapes local trust-building and 
collaboration 

Jarmis Saalfeld and 
Abdulai Iddrisu 

Patrick Mutahi, 

283 

Kristine H oglund and Emma Elfversson 303 
The production of climate security futures in the West 

African Sahel Bruno Charbonneau 329 
Itinerary of a Christian Ex-Boko Haram bomb maker in 

Cameroon Raoul Sumo Tayo 349 

Briefing 
The Politics of Cryptocurrency Regulation 

in Africa Oliver McPherson-Smith 377 

Research Note 
Stigmatized Professions and Ambiguous Subjects: 

Methodological Reflections from Sanitation Workers 
and Opioid Consumption in Sierra Leone Ibrahim Bakarr Bangura, 

Nelly Leblond and Julian H ugo W&lker 393 

Book Reviews 
Brutalism, By Achille Mbembe Adeniyi Awoyemi 415 

Conflict Minerals Inc.: War, Profit and White Saviourism 
in Eastern Congo, By Christoph N. Vogel Ben Radley 419 

How to Become a Big Man in Africa: Subalternity, Elites, 
and Ethnic Politics in Contemporary Nigeria, By Wale 
Adebanwi Dominic Burbidge 423 
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3 Focus 

4 

uclear Challenges Facing the 
Next U.S. President 
By Daryl G. Kimball 

In Brief 
otable Quotable 

By the Numbers 

On the Calendar 

Five Years Ago in ACT 

filfil§ .. ~Qµtt.CR ",, 
AND GLOBAL S ECURITY TU .1....1 J-l.I 

Volume 54 • Numb e r 10 • D e c e mber 2024 

Features 

Trump to Regain Control of U.S. Nuclear Policy. 
Now What? 
Fl\·e experts weigh in. 

7 

9 

Dangerous Parallax: Chinese-U.S. Nuclear 
Risks in Trump's Second Term 
By Tong Zhao 

Reducing the Russian uclear Danger: 
A Way Forward 
By Thomas Countryman 

10 Trump Could Make His Mark With a 
New Iran Deal 
By Ellie Geranmayeh 

13 How Will Trump Balance South and 
North Korea This Tune? 
By Jenny Town 

1 5 Trump, the United States, and the 
New Nuclear Arms Race 
By Geoff Wilson 

18 How Will the Labour Party Shape 
UK Nuclear Weapons Policy? 
By Sebastian Brixey-WiJliams 

The new government must find a way to grapple with 
the conflicting UK policy commitments toward deterrence 
and disarmament. 

24 Strengthening the Biological 
Weapons Convention 
By Jez Littlewood and Filippa Lcntzos 

A working group charged with recommending ways to 
improve the BWC has made some substantial progress but 
there is complex work still ahead. 
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News and Analysis , . --- -· 
29 Ukraine, Rus~i~Ex~hange 34: North Korea Tests More 

Missile Fire After U.S. Shift - -•• Powerful Missile 
Ukrainf fired U.S.-supplied orth Korea also ratified a 
missiles deeper into Russia after mutual defense treaty with 
the United States authorized Russia, as Japan, South 
such attacks. Korea, and the United States 

30 U.S. to Supply Landmines 
announced a new mechanism 
for monitoring Pyongyang's 

To Ukraine sanctions evasion. 
U.S. President Joe Biden's 

35 decision contradicts his Biden Sets AI Rules for 
administration's own policy National Security 
barring such transfers. U.S. President Joe Biden also 

31 Russia Revises Nuclear 
reiterated that a human should 
always remain "in the loop" 

Use Doctrine for decisions on nuclear 
The document outlines a wider weapons use. 
range of contingencies that 

36 UN Reaffirms Outer might trigger nuclear weapons 
use and appears to lower the Space Treaty 
threshold for nuclear use. The push to reaffirm the 

32 
1967 treaty, which prohibits 

Iran Activates Centrifuges deployment of weapons of 
After IAEA Rebuke mass destruction in outer space, 
The IAEA Board of Governors began when U.S. intelligence 
censured Iran for fai ling to reported on a new Russian space 
cooperate with the agency, capability in February. 
despite Tehran signaling it 

37 UN Moves to Expand would freeze its stockpile of 
uranium enriched to near- Autonomous Weapons 
weapons grade levels. Discussions 

33 Biden to Continue Arming 
The UN General Assembly 
mandated new international 

Israel Despite Insufficient consultations intended 
Aid to Gaza to advance slow-moving 
The Biden administration negotiations on a treaty or 
signaled that it will not restrict agreement that would regulate 
U.S. arms transfers despite autonomous weapons systems. 
Israel's failure to permit 

38 UN Members Conclude increased humanitarian aid to 
Gaza as top U.S. officials had Annual Disarmament 
demanded. Discussion 

The UN General Assembly First 
Committee authorized three 
new init iatives concerning 
nuclear weapons issues. 

40 News In Brief 
Pentagon Releases Nuclear Employm ent Report 
OPCW Finds Tox ic Ch emical Use in Ukraine 
Floyd Reappointed to Head Test Ban Organization 

Arms Control 
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Volume 54, Number 10 

December 2024 
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Focus 
Pakistan and the Nuclear 
Danger in Asia 
By Daryl G. Kimball 

In Brief 

Notable Quotable 

By t he Nu m bers 

On th e Calendar 

10 Years Ago in A CT 

24 In Memoriam 
President Carter's Admirable 
Arms Control Legacy 
By Walter Slocombe 

His commitment to arms control was 
based on moral principles, religious faith 
and experience in the nuclear navy. 

28 In Memoriam 
Jaap Ramaker (1939-2024) 

fil!!1:~ .. ~QP1t.00
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AND GLOBAL SECURITY TU ttI 
Vo l ume 55 • Number 1 • Januar y / Fe bruary 2025 

Features 

6 Life After New START: Navigating a New 
Period of Nuclear Arms Control 
By Mike Albertson 

The last treaty limiting Russian and U.S. nuclear weapons 
expires in 202.6. We need to be clear-eyed about what follows. 

1 2 Geopolitics and the Regulation of 
Autonomous Weapons Systems 
By Alexander Kmentt 

The widespread adoption of these weapons raises urgent 
ethical questions and an imperative for action. 

18 Will There Ever Be a WMD-Free 
Zone in the Middle East? 
By AJmuntaser Albalawi 

Despite the slow pace, a UN conference process is keeping 
the zone initiative alive. 

40 Book Revievv 
Deterrence Under Uncertainty: 
Artificia l Intelligence and 
Nuclear War 
Reviewed by Herbert Lin 

This book offers rare insights 
linking new information processing 
technologies for battlefield awareness 
to theoretical computer science. 

44 Books of Note 
The Foundations of Modem Arm Control: 
An International History, 1815-1968 
By Robert M. Blum 

A Farewell to Wars: The Growing 
Restraints on the Interstate Use of Force 
By Hans Blix 
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Nevvs a n d Analysis 

29 u.s~ Says Pakistan 
Developing Long-Range 
Missiles 
The United States accused 
Pakistan of developing long­
range bamstic missiles and 
announced new sanctions on 
four Pakistani entities involved 
with the development of those 
systems. 

30 Iran Ramps Up Nuclear 
Program Ahead of 
Trump's Return 
The expanded production 
of uranium enriched to near 
weapons-grade levels appears 
to be a move to build leverage 
ahead of U.S. President-elect 
Donald Trump taking office. 

32 South Korean President 
Impeached 
Yoon Suk Yeo! was impeached 
after his short-lived declaration 
of martial law sparked protests 
across the country, and less 
than two weeks later, his acting 
successor was ousted as well. 

33 Questions Raised About 
UK Agreement on 
Mauritius Base 
The UK agreed to cede the 
disputed Chagos Islands to 
Mauritius to ensure that the 
strategically important military 
base at Diego Garcia remains in 
UK-U.S. control. 

39 Nevvs In Brief 

35 Pen tagon Says Chinese 
uclear Arsenal Still 

Growing 
The arsenal likely exceeds 600 
operational nuclear warheads as 
of mid-2024, part of a diversified 
buildup that is projected to 
continue after 2030. 

36 Defense Policy Bill 
Sets Stage for Nuclear 
Expansion 
Congress directed the nuclear 
path in a defense policy bill 
unveiled in early December, but 
offered little additional money 
for programs. 

38 Fate of Syrian Chemical 
Weapons Uncertain After 
Assad's Fall 
International experts have 
stepped up their monitoring of 
chemical weapons stockpiles 
in Syria since the overthrow 
of President Bashar Assad, but 
there are questions about the 
status of the program. 
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Asia Pacific Viewpoint 
Volume 65, Number 3, December 2024 

Contents 

Research Article 
Partial planned relocation and livelihoods: Learnings from Narikoso, Fiji 
Merewalesi Yee, Celia McMichael, Karen E. McNamara 
and Annah Piggott-McKellar 290 

A Pacific community resilience framework: Exploring a holistic 
perspective through a strengths-based approach and systems thinking 
Anna Gero, Keren Winterford and Federico Davila 308 

The implications of farmer-to-farmer learning and local knowledge 
networks for food security in Solomon Islands and beyond 
Deborah Hill and Barbara Pamphilon 323 

Boom and bust: Variegated livelihood pathways among rural households 
in the banana boom in northern Laos 
Soytavanh Mienmany, Peter Kanowski, Cecilie Friis, Lisa Robins 
and Hilary Smith 337 

Who plans for women? Representation of power in planning for climate 
change adaptation in Bangladesh 
Oebashish Sarker Dev, Elske van de Fliert and Karen McNamara 365 

Spiritual and environmental well-being: Factors supporting adaptation of 
Pacific peoples during pandemic times 
Regina Scheyvens, Apisalome Movono, Jessie Auckram and Leilani Faaiuaso 380 

Beyond environmental determinism? Analysing studies on environmental 
migration in the Greater Mekong Subregion and the Ganges-Brahmaputra 
Delta Region 
Mucahid Mustafa Bayrak, Yi-Ya Hsu and Li-San Hung 398 

Germany's evolving role in global affairs: Positioning as a middle power in 
the lndo-Pacific region 
Jens-Uwe Wunderlich and Chih-Mei Luo 41 6 

Migrant placemaking as a response to governing through mobility-making: 
An ethnic enclave and a digital community in South Korea 
HaeRan Shin and Cassandra Gutierrez 430 

Research Note 
Vakumuni vuku ni vanua (gathering the wisdom of the land): An Indigenous 
fieldwork research methodology in Fiji 
Maiono Jekope Rama/a and Diane Ruwhiu 448 
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.,. Asian Security 
Volume 20 Number 2 May-August..!024 .. -· --
CONTENTS 

RESEARCH ARTICLES 

.. - .. 

57 Poso's Second Jihad: The Local, the National, the Global 
Kirsten E. Schulze and J. Chernov Hwang 

72 Cold War 2.0? Navigating economic development under increased geopolitical tensions 
Ronald U. Mendoza 

89 Illusion of nuclear superiority: an empirical study on the coercive value of nuclear superiority in a 
nuclear crisis 
Se-Woong Park 

106 Dangerous depths of bifurcation: the rise of •inter-national security narcissists• and undersea cable 
(dis) connections 
Dwayne Woods and Junda Li 
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913 EDITOR'S NOTE 
U K H EO 

914 Is China Selling Irs Democracy Overseas, and Are Europeans Buying? 
An Analysis of Chinese Propaganda in France 
RONGX I N LI , CA:-. r u C H EN, AN D GUANGYuA :S: YAO 

942 East Asian Authoritarian Developmemalism in the Digital Era: 
China's Techno-developmemal Scace and the New Infrastructuie 
Initiative amid Great Power Competition 
TIAN H E 

973 China's Belt and Road Initiative: Economic Development 
or Strategic Statecraft? 
Jl :S:G\lt'EN WL 

1004 Social Trust in China: A Three-Decade Analysis 
CARY \lt' U, Z H IWE--: GO:-SG, AND ZH I LE I S H I 

1037 Cambodia's Perceptions of China: A Comprehensive 
Survey-Based Analysis 
SHl :S:0 WATANABE AND SOVAN--:ROEUN SAMRETH 

1068 The Relationship between Democracy and Foreign Direct Invescmenc 
in East Asia 
H AYAM KIM A--:D DO H EE KI M 
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Contents 

Number 2 
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China's Ukraine Policy: Unchanged Rhetoric 
Despite Changing Conjuncture 

Russia-China Strategic Alignment: Are They 

May 2024 

115 

Headed Towards a Military Alliance? 129 
Galip Ferhat Akbal 

Sustainable Energy and China: The Importance of 
Institutional Authority 148 

Wing-hung Mok and Franky Ka-hin Choi 
The Dilemma and Promotion of Chinese 

Nationalism: Xinjiang Cotton Incident as a Case Study 167 
Dejiang Lin and Wei Liu 

English as a Medium of China's National Storytelling 182 
Gilang D. Putra, Bagus Sigit Sunarko and Agung Purwanto 

Factors Behind Chinese Citizen Support to 
Implementation of Social Credit Policy 196 

II C OMMENT 

BhabaniShankarNayak 
Eurocentric Fables of International Debt and China 212 

111 BOOK R EVIEWS 

Dharmendra Kumar 
Taylor, Monique, China's Digital Authoritarianism: 

A Governance Perspective 218 
Anshu Kumar 

Bruce A. Elleman, China's Naval Operations in the 
South China Sea: Evaluating Legal, Strategic and Military factors 220 

Souvik Chatterjee 
frank Dikotter, China After Mao: The Rise of a Superpower 223 
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Contents 

Number 3 August 2024 

Valentina Sergeevna Morozova and Dorzhi Dondokovich Dondokov 
Fostering Tourism Through Regional Culture in the 

Russian-Chinese Borderland: A Case Stud) of Zaba) kalsk) Krai 
and Northeast China 235 

Qin Lin 
Navigating the Technological Tug-of-war: 
European Think Tanks' Perspectives on 

the China-US Tech Competition 250 
Kyuyeon Hwang and Joohyeong Lee 

Impact of the Belt and Road Initiative on Global Trade 
and Economic Growth Amid China' s Slowing Growth 266 

Irina Strelnikova and Olga AleksandrO\,na Kharina 
Transformation of China' s Interests in the Arctic and 

Potential Areas for Cooperation with Russia in the 
Context of International Political Turbulence 287 

Alibek Yermekov, Srikanth Kondapalli and Leila Delovarova 
Evolution and Transformation of Security Patterns in 

Central Asia in the Context of Chinese Institutional Building 307 
Vahe S. Davtyan, Aidar M. Tufetulov, Dmitry V. Rodnyansky, 
llnur A. Khairullin, Ainur R. Margamov and Yulia S. Valeeva 

Development of Economic Cooperation Between 
Russia and China in the Condition of New Geopolitical 

Threats and Challenges 322 

II Boo .. Rrv,ms 

BR Deepak 
Manoj Joshi, (Ed.), India-China Border: The Enduring Threat 

of War in the Himalayas 339 
Priyanka Pandit 

Yan Wang. Pension Policy and Governmentality in China: 
Manufacturing Public Compliance 341 

Raviprasad Narayanan 
Ravi Dutt Bajpai, Civilization-States of China and 

India-Reshaping the World Order 343 
Sandip Kumar M ishra 

Scott A. Snyder and Kyung-Ae Park , (Eds.), North Korea's 
Foreign Policy: The Kim Jong-Un Regime in a Hostile World 346 
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China Report 

Contents 
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I O RIGl'-Al A RTICLES 

Nuno Morgado and Eva Dora Druha16czki 
Traditional Worldviews, Strategic Culture and 
Revolutionary Mentality: The Case of People's 

Republic of China 361 
Brice Tseen Fu Lee, Walker Darke and Jan-, iclas F. Schubert 

China' s Global Governance as a Tool for Accelerating 
International Sustainable Development and Pandemic Securit) 378 

Bipin Ghimire 
Unsettled South Asian Borders: Nepal' s Effort to 
Reconcile Its Colonial and Non-colonial Borders 398 

Jigme Yeshe Lama 
Binding the Deities: Tibetan Buddhism, Reincarnation 

and the Chinese Communist Part) 413 
Muralidhar Barik and Chinglen Laishram 

Trilateral Dynamics of India-China-Nepal: Assessing 
Geo-strategic Relations in South Asia 430 
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Janet Y. Chen, The Sounds of Mandarin: Learning to Speak a 

National Language in China and Taiwan 452 
Vyjayanti Raghavan 

Gi-Wook Shin and Ho-Ki Kim (Eds.), South Korea's Democracy in 
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Devendra Kumar 
Dylan M H Loh, China's Rising Foreign Ministry: Pradices 

and Representations of Assertive Diplomacy 458 
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Volume 26 Number 4 December 2024 

CONTENTS 
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Research Articles 
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Andrew Levin 

656 What's Past is Prologue: Civil War Violence and Post-War Criminal Homicides 
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695 Farming to Fighting: How Shifting Agricultural Incomes Only Impact the Most 
Powerful Rebel Group 
Phillip Nelson 

Book Review Roundtable on Lives Amid Violence: Transforming 
Development in the Wake of Conflict, By Mareike Schomerus 

724 Introduction to the Book Review Roundtable on Mareike Schomerus' Lives Amid 
Violence 
Jessica Piombo 

726 Repudiating Causality and Embracing Ambiguity in Post-Conflict Development 
Naazneen H. Barma 

729 A Clarion Call for a Relational Approach to Post-War Development 
Larissa Fast 

731 Asking the Right Questions is Better Than Giving the Right Answers 
Linda S. Bishai 

733 Development After the End of the World 
David Chandler 

736 Imagining What's Possible: Author's Rejoinder 
Mareike Schomerus 
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Book Reviews 
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Research Articles 
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104 The Russia-Ukraine frozen conflict: Evidence from an expert survey 
Jan Ludvik and Vojtech Bahensky 
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137 Preparing for a two-front conflict: The role of the Indian Navy and the Indian Air Force 
Amit Gupta 

Book Review 
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Research Articles 
153 Wagner Group: Comparing and contextualizing the Russian monster 

Christopher Spearin 

164 Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan: Characteristics, actions and battlefield operationalization 
Shiraz Shaikh 

183 Japan's potential assistance in South Korea's nuclear deterrence and defense 
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255 Lawfare and International Humanitarian Law: A shift in the war experience for Western 
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Advanced persistent threats and the "big four": State-sponsored hackers in China, Iran, 
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Book Reviews 
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Research Article 
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but under what circumstances would Tokyo use them against 
China or any other actor? This article analyzes the decision­
making process and four potential obstacles that would be 
involved to assess Tokyo's political resolve to conduct potential 

counterstrike missions. 

63 Remote Sanctions-Busting: A Post..COVID New Normal? 
■ Aaron Arnold and Daniel Salisbury 

New technologies sped up by the COVID-19 pandemic have 
created opportunities for sanctions evaders to essentially 
"work from home" without a geographic location. While this 
"remote sanctions-busting" may seem like just another adap­
tation, its implications may actually be quite significant. 
How should sanctions which are increasingly unenforceable 

be calibrated? 

79 Social Media Influencers and Diplomacy's Evolution 
■ Juan Luis Manfredi, Ricardo Arredondo and Leesa Danzek 

The diplomatic world is learning in real time to converse with 
new online influencers who are activists as well as sources of 
both open-source intelligence but also misinformation. So 
how does diplomacy function in this new world? 

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES: NUCLEAR IMPACT 

99 Emerging Technologies and Southern Asian Nuclear Deterrence 
■ Rabia Akhtar and Manpreet Sethi 

Although every emerging technology may not necessarily 
disrupt strategic stability among Southern Asia's three 
nuclear states, dialogues are needed to better understand 
each other's threat perceptions and capability developments 
while collaboratively using relevant ETs to deal with shared 
security challenges like climate change, food security, and 
public health. 
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117 Emerging Tech and the Israel-Iran Nuclear Relationship 
■ Doreen Horschig 

Emerging technologies have both enhanced Iran's threat to 
Israel but also improved Israel's counterproliferation capabili­
ties, delaying Iran's nuclear weapons acquisition without nece -
sitating a preemptive strike. If Iran eventually acquires nuclear 
capabilities, however, the deterrent effect of ET could shift, 
potentially destabilizing the relationship funher. 

137 Russia's Drive for Al: Do Deeds Match the Words? 

■ Anna Nadibaidze 

Russia has declared its objective of becoming an Al leader by 
2030, but various social, economic, and technological chal­
lenges even before Moscow's invasion of Ukraine mean a 
clear gap has appeared between its rhetoric and capabilities. 
This gap, however, increases risks of misperceptions and 
threats to strategic stability. 

155 Recalibrating Arms Control for Emerging Technologies 
■ Anna Peczeli 

Arms control's utility is highly contested today, but it includes 
a rich variety of mechanisms which can be recalibrated to help 
manage competition in emerging technologies. Conceiving of 
arms control today as a competitive process, seeking not to 

limit the development of emerging technologies but constrain­
ing their most destabilizing applications, i a more useful 
framework. 

177 Arms Control Lessons from Latin America 

■ J. Luis Rodriguez 

Latin American countries have a tradition, refined in nuclear 
governance, of using international humanitarian law to regulate 

arsenals to protect civilians and try to limit armed conflicts. Yet 
despite this general regional consensus, different countries have 
different views about the appropriate fora and partners with 
whom to craft arms control for emerging technologies. 



Current Journal Content                                              71                                          Vol. 24 / No. 02 / February 2025 
 

World Affairs 

 

 

( 

CONTENTS ~ 
VOL. 28 NO. 4 WINTER 2024 

GEOPOLIT ICS, INTERNATIONAL LAW AND LESSONS FROM THE PRESENT 

COMPARING THE IMPACT OF THE ICC AND ICJ 
ASSESSING ACCOUNTABILITY FOR INTERNATIONAL CRIMES 

Sakkcham Singh Pannaar investigates and evaluates the roles of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) and the Internacional Court of Justice (!CJ) as instruments in 
the fight against crime. The ICC, founded in 2002, deals with individuals who commit 
serious international crimes for which they should be held accountable. It is known 
for upholding the principle of personal accountability and justice for affected parties 
bur suffers from limirarions, due in pan ro political pressures. The lnternarional Courr 
of Justice, also known as the ICJ, was founded in 1945 to settle disputes involving the 
Wcstphalian concept of scare sovereignty or other jurisdictional mamrs. Ir cannot try 
or convict an individual criminal but can greatly help in crystallising legal principles. 
Though each institution has its own way of doing things, both are tasked to serve justice 
throughout the world, based on full observance of faws by all parries. Internacional 
accountability mechanisms may be improved by admitting that these two entities 
complement each ocher and by confronung their predicaments. 

HEAD OF STATE IMMUNITY AND THE PURSUIT OF 26 
GLOBAL JUSTICE 
THE ICC PARADIGM IN INTERNATIONAL LEGAL LANDSCAPES 

This paper delves into the intricate question of Head of Stare immunity in international 
law, a principle designed co shield sitting heads of state from prosecution or legal actions 
in foreign jurisdicnons. Rooted in the concept of sovereign equality amoni stares, 
chis immunity is intended co enable heads of state co execute their duties without the 
encumbrance of legal proceedings. However, a contentious discourse surrounds the 
question of whether sitting heads of state should enjoy immunity from _prosecution 
for eir~ous crimes. The establishment of the Internacional Criminal Court (ICC) 
has significantly challenged the conventional understanding of head of state immunity, 
presentin~ a potent mechanism for holding individuals accountable. The substantive 
scope of international criminal law encompasses offences such as genocide, crimes 
against humanity, war crimes, and che crime of aggression. The evolution of international 
criminal law has been shaped by law-making processes that challenge the conventional 
positivist state-centric perspective. In light of these developments, Suresh M Benjamin 
and Sayed Qudrat Hashmy critically examine che delicate balance between upholding 
sovereign equality and ensuring accountability for major crimes within the evolving 
landscape of international law. 

REBUILDING "CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY'' 
INDEXES 
HOW TO BREAK WITH FINANClAL TOTALITARIANISM 

This article draws a comparison between the modern global guidelines intended ro 
promote "Diversity, Equicy and Inclusion" according co current Western liberal notions 
and the traditional principles of reseect for the cusroms and rules of ocher societies 
usually practised by traders across Eurasia during past centuries. This analysis was 
eresentecl at the Tashkent Internacional Forum of Central Asia in May of 2024. Herve 
Juvin concludes that the best way co create and foster peace and mutual understanding 
between peoples and nations is not to cry co change or erase local identities and political 
sysrems. 

52 
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NATO'S 2t>11 INTERVENTION IN LIBYA AND ITS IMPACT 
The popular "Arab Spring" revolt spread rapidly from Tunisia co Egypc, and then from 
Egypc co Libya, toppling or threatening entrenched regimes and the scacus quo. Libya's 
revolt in 2011 curned into a bloody civil war. In Tunisia, che Islamic movement (Nahda 
Party) led the country into social unrest. In Egypc the revolt spawned major Christian­
Muslim confrontations. While many observers have drawn connections co che US control 
of the Internacional Order, the domination of che Western alliance, and ics major role in the 
eascward spread of liberal democracy co Eastern Europe, che outcome of the Arab revolts 
was nowhere near bringing political and social stabilicy. Libya, in particular, offers proof 
chat the North Adantic Treacy Organization (NATO) was involved in the regime change. 

Mi/ad EU,arathi focuses on the analysis of NATO's role in Libya: 

- What role did NATO play in supporting Libya's uprising? 

- Why did NATO cake chis action, particularly in Libya, and noc in Egypt or Tunisia's 
revolts? 

- Did NATO succeed in its campaign in Libya, with the purpose of establishing democracy 
and bringing social stabilicy? 

62 

THE FACTORS BEHIND THE US FAILURE IN AFGHANISTAN 72 
IMPENDING CHALLENGES UNDER TALIBAN RULE 

The article gives an account of the factors chat led che United Scares armed forces co 
exit Afghanistan as and when they did in August 2021 after cwency years of presence, 
leaving che country ac the mercy of the Taliban whom successive US governmencs had 
cried co eradicace. Manoj Kumar Mishra explains why various American scracegies 
failed co pacify the country and why the NATO-supported regime in Kabul collapsed 
immediately after che withdrawal of foreign troops. 

UNITED NATIONS PEACEKEEPING 
INDIA'S CONTRIBUTION 

The article reviews che hiscory of the UN-sponsored peace-keeping operations 
chroughouc the world from their inception and highlights India's major contributions co 
chis long-scanding programme and co ics evolucion which reflects che changes that have 
taken place since the early years after Second World War. S Subba Rao poincs ouc chac 
India is the second largest contributor co the global peace keeping undertakings in terms 
of troops deployed and ic is gaining greater influence on the internacional decision­
making in chis area. 

90 

IS NON-VIOLENCEA VIABLE POLICY IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS? 106 

The article contains a reflection on che ongoing global cransformacion and on India's 
evolving role in the international system. Rohit Srivastava argues thac India should 
derive inspiration for its foreign policy from its ancient philosophy which is broader 
than Mahatma Gandhi's non-violent approach. The concept of non-violence is noc 
always viable in the contexc of che human condition as history and contemporary 
events demonstrate time and again. Traditional Indian political science is realiscic 
and acknowledge the inevitability of war co prevenc even greater harm in certain 
circumscances. 
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DEFENCE COLLABORATION BETWEEN RUSSIA AND INDIA 116 
CHANGING ASPECTS 
Defence cooperation holds a unique place among the important features of bilateral 
relations between India and Russia. Russia has made a special contribution co Indian 
military empowerment. However, in the current strategic perspective, the diversification 
oflndian defence partners is based on quality. New Delhi is increasing bilateral defence 
relations with countries like the USA, France, Israel and others. As a consequence, the 
Indo-Russian partnership is being challenged. R.akhi Kushwah and Deepika Gupta 
carry out an exploratory study of the bilateral defence-related foreign policy during the 
tenure of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and point out the challenges and opportunities 
in the evolving strategic context. Apart from chis, the article reviews the Factors that 
support the enhancement of long-term relations between the two countries such as the 
ongoing joint development and production of new weapons related systems. 

INDIA'S ECONOMIC CORRIDOR THROUGH THE MIDDLE 130 
EAST 
India's pursuit of economic connectivity rhrouah the Middle East region has garnered 
significant attention in recent years. Gedam Kamalakar and Kandi Kamala offer 
a strategic analysis of India's efforts to establish an economic corridor spanning the 
Middle Ease, examining the geopolitical, economic, and diplomatic dimensions 
involved. By leveraging its historical ties and strategic partnerships with countries in the 
region, India aims to create a seamless network of trade, investment, and infrastructure 
development. Announced at the 2023 G20 New Delhi Summit, the India-Middle Ease­
Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) opened new prospects for the area. Less than a 
month lacer, war erupted on the Middle East's Mediterranean shores, destroying the 
status quo exactly where a maritime connection to Europe was planned. Whereas the 
peace table is quasi deserted at the time of writing, IMEC provides a rare multilateral 
basis for dialogue. Its parties know char their shared interests - resilient and efficient 
supply chains - will only be within reach when political and armed violence is overcome. 

MAURITIUS AND CHINA 
DIPLOMATIC, CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL COOPERATION 

Despite being a small island country, Mauritius has developed considerably in 
comparison co the majority of other African nations. Its strategic location between 
Asia and Africa in addition co the liberal trade regime, makes ir attractive co various 
big economies. China has had a presence in Mauritius since the laCTer's independence 
in 1968. Most of the existing research on Mauritius and China revolves around their 
trade and investment relations. Shonyothem Ng delves into rhe largely sidelined aspects 
of their engagement, involving diplomatic, cultural and educational cooperation. The 
study provides an in-depth analysis of the nature, magnitude and characteristics of the 
lesser known tics between Mauritius and China. 
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