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US POLITICS
Power, Control, and Controversy
centres Washington!

e President Donald Trump is advocating
for an aggressive, mid-decade redistricting
effort in states led by Republicans, starting
with Texas. The primary goal is to redraw
congressional maps to create more GOP-
friendly districts, potentially flipping
several U.S. House seats to Republican
control in the upcoming midterm elections.

This initiative has been met with significant
controversy. In Texas, Governor Greg
Abbott has championed the plan, which
could give Republicans up to five
additional congressional seats. Democrats
and voting rights groups have vehemently
opposed the move, decrying it as a partisan
"gerrymander” aimed at diluting minority
voting power and entrenching Republican
control. The situation in Texas has already
led to political standoffs, with Democratic
lawmakers leaving the state to prevent a
vote on the new maps. The push for
redistricting has also prompted a response
from Democratic-led states like California,
which are now considering their own
redistricting to counter the potential
Republican gains. This escalating battle
over political maps highlights the intense
fight for congressional control and raises
fundamental questions about fairness and
representation in the democratic process.

e President Trump has authorized the
deployment of federal troops and law
enforcement to several U.S. cities,
including Chicago and Los Angeles. This
decision follows a period of increased
federal presence in Washington, D.C.,
which the administration claims has led to a
reduction in crime. The stated purpose of
these new deployments is to address what
the President has described as "out of
control” crime in these cities.

The move has been met with strong
opposition from Democratic leaders and
civil liberties advocates. Critics argue that
the deployment of federal forces infringes
upon local governance and is an overreach
of executive authority. They contend that
crime is a local issue that should be handled
by city and state authorities, and that a
federal intervention is both unnecessary and
a violation of constitutional principles. The
situation has raised concerns about the
potential for clashes between federal and
local authorities and the militarization of
domestic law enforcement.

e President Trump signed an executive
order significantly curtailing the collective
bargaining rights of federal employees in
agencies designated with "national security
missions.” Citing the need for a more
responsive and accountable civil service to
protect the nation, the administration argues
that procedural requirements in federal
labour relations can impede the swift
implementation of critical policies.

The order affects a wide range of agencies,
including parts of the Departments of
Defence, State, and Justice, as well as
NASA and the National Weather Service.
Labor unions and Democratic lawmakers
have fiercely condemned the move as a
retaliatory attack on federal workers and an
attempt to silence opposition. The
American Federation of Government
Employees (AFGE) has vowed legal action,
arguing the order is a thinly veiled union-
busting tactic that disenfranchises patriotic
civil servants, many of whom are veterans.
Critics contend the administration is using
national security as a pretext to weaken
worker  protections and consolidate
executive power.

e The Trump administration is actively
pursuing plans to rename the Department of
Defence to its original title, the



https://apnews.com/article/redistricting-texas-california-congressional-map-trump-4e82c473c22907538615991925425167
https://apnews.com/article/redistricting-texas-california-congressional-map-trump-4e82c473c22907538615991925425167
https://democraticredistricting.com/icymi-ndrc-sounds-the-alarm-on-texas-republicans-gerrymandering-scheme/#:~:text=Democrats%20have%20denounced%20the%20Trump,Redistricting%20Committee%2C%20Democrats'%20national%20arm
https://democraticredistricting.com/icymi-ndrc-sounds-the-alarm-on-texas-republicans-gerrymandering-scheme/#:~:text=Democrats%20have%20denounced%20the%20Trump,Redistricting%20Committee%2C%20Democrats'%20national%20arm
https://www.democracydocket.com/news-alerts/california-democrats-pass-redistricting-bill-to-counter-trumps-texas-gerrymander/
https://apiavote.org/dangerous-redistricting-push-threatens-fair-representation-in-tx-and-across-the-nation/#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWe're%20witnessing%20a%20coordinated,is%20currently%20unfolding%20in%20Texas.
https://apnews.com/article/national-guard-trump-federal-intervention-chicago-a206278c6948dfd17f9224be81c440f1#:~:text=Here's%20a%20look%20at%20how,in%20early%20June%20over%20Gov.
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/president-trumps-recent-actions-in-washington-d-c-are-an-abuse-of-power-and-threaten-public-safety-for-all/
https://www.aclu.org/press-releases/aclu-condemns-president-trumps-threats-to-use-the-military-in-cities-across-the-country
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/trump-orders-more-agencies-nix-collective-bargaining-agreements
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/trump-orders-more-agencies-nix-collective-bargaining-agreements
https://apnews.com/article/trump-unions-collective-bargaining-end-national-security-deabc796751dc038a8500774fe174a99#:~:text=In%20reaction%20to%20Trump's%20order,attack%20on%20our%20members%20with
https://www.govexec.com/workforce/2025/08/fresh-executive-order-aims-ban-unions-more-federal-agencies/407774/
https://www.newsfromthestates.com/article/trump-orders-more-agencies-nix-collective-bargaining-agreements
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"Department of War." President Trump has
publicly advocated for the change, stating
that the former name has a "stronger sound"
and better reflects the nation's military
capabilities, which he argues should
encompass both offense and defence.

This move is being positioned by the White
House as a deliberate shift away from what
it terms "woke ideology” and a renewed
focus on traditional military values and
warfighting readiness. While renaming the
department would typically require an act
of Congress, the administration is
reportedly exploring alternative methods to
enact the change. The proposal has
garnered some support within the
Republican party, with a Florida
congressman filing an amendment to the
annual defence policy bill to facilitate the
name change. The Department of War was
renamed the Department of Defence in
1949, following a major reorganization of
the U.S. military after World War II.
Proponents of the reversion argue it would
project a more formidable image of
American military power.

e The  Trump  administration s
unilaterally cancelling $4.9 billion in
foreign aid previously authorized by
Congress,  sparking a  significant
constitutional conflict.

The White House is using a legally dubious
manoeuvre known as a "pocket rescission."
By proposing the cuts late in the fiscal year,
the administration ensures the 45-day
congressional review period will expire
along with the funds, effectively cancelling
them without a vote.

The administration claims this eliminates
"woke and weaponized™ spending, but the
move has drawn fierce bipartisan
condemnation. Lawmakers argue it is an
illegal overreach that usurps Congress's
fundamental "power of the purse.” The

nonpartisan Government Accountability
Office has previously deemed the tactic
unlawful, setting the stage for a major battle
over presidential authority.

e A U.S. federal appeals court has
delivered a major blow to President
Trump's trade agenda, ruling that most of
his sweeping tariffs are illegal. The U.S.
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit
decided that the President overstepped his
authority by using the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA)
to impose broad duties on imports.

The court reasoned that the IEEPA, a 1977
law, does not grant the president the explicit
power to levy tariffs, an authority the
Constitution largely reserves for Congress.
The ruling specifically targets the
"reciprocal” tariffs imposed in April 2025
and other duties on goods from China,
Canada, and Mexico.

In response, President Trump sharply
criticized the decision, calling the court
"highly partisan" and a "total disaster for
the country.” The administration has
announced its firm intention to appeal to the
Supreme Court. The tariffs will remain in
effect until at least mid-October to allow
time for the appeal process.

INDIA-US RELATIONS

e The Trump administration has imposed
steep tariffs on Indian goods, escalating
trade tensions over New Delhi's continued
purchase of Russian oil. The move
effectively places a 50% tariff on a wide
range of Indian products, a combination of
a 25% "reciprocal” tariff and an additional
25% levy directly linked to the Russian oil
trade.

The White House cited national security
concerns, arguing that India's energy
imports indirectly finance Russia's war



https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2025/08/25/trump-hegseth-float-renaming-defense-department-to-department-of-war/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-defense-department-to-department-of-war/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/white-house-advances-plan-department-war-trump-looks-restore-historical-military-title#:~:text=%22As%20President%20%5BDonald%5D%20Trump,rename%20the%20Department%20of%20Defense.%20(
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/white-house-planning-rebranding-of-defence-dept-reports/articleshow/123624281.cms
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-pocket-rescission-foreign-aid-congress/#:~:text=The%20administration%20reneging%20on%20previously,honored%20by%20the%20White%20House.
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/eenews/2025/08/29/white-house-declares-4-9b-canceled-end-running-congress-00535484#:~:text=GREENWIRE%20%7C%20President%20Donald%20Trump%20threw,a%20so%2Dcalled%20pocket%20rescission.
https://www.boston25news.com/news/latest-trump-blocks/IK4B2LSCNFBG7GE6BZCEIYH6WU/#:~:text=Trump's%20move%20rests%20on%20a,goes%20unspent%20as%20a%20result.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-pocket-rescission-foreign-aid-congress/#:~:text=The%20move%20has%20prompted%20bipartisan,authority%2C%20totaling%20%244.9%20billion.%22
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/global-trends/trump-tariffs-unconstitutional-illegal-what-happened-why-it-matters-and-what-comes-next/articleshow/123594862.cms
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariffs-appeals-court-b714cfc8dff51289b1d5291f46d71f3f
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/international-business/no-power-to-impose-tariff-us-court-declares-most-trump-tariffs-illegal-judge-cites-overreach/articleshow/123592775.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/international-business/no-power-to-impose-tariff-us-court-declares-most-trump-tariffs-illegal-judge-cites-overreach/articleshow/123592775.cms
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/economy/appeals-court-finds-trumps-had-no-right-to-impose-tariffs-but-leaves-them-in-place-for-now
https://apnews.com/article/india-us-tariff-exports-trade-tension-48ac6d5e172df04832c75d2a57d0a860
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/8/4/top-trump-aide-accuses-india-of-financing-russias-ukraine-war-through-oil#:~:text=%E2%80%9CWhat%20he%20(Trump)%20said,from%20Russia%2C%E2%80%9D%20Stephen%20Miller%2C
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efforts in Ukraine. The tariffs, which took
effect in late August, are projected to
impact tens of billions of dollars in Indian
exports, hitting labour-intensive sectors like
textiles, gems, and leather goods
particularly hard.

India's government has decried the move as
"unfair and unreasonable,” wvowing to
protect its national interests. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has stated India will bear
the pressure, while trade bodies warn the
"strategic shock” could devastate key
export industries and lead to significant job
losses.

e India has suspended nearly all postal
services to the U.S., a decision made in
response to new U.S. customs orders. The
U.S. recently issued an Executive Order
eliminating the "de minimis" exemption,
which previously allowed goods valued at
under $800 to enter the country duty-free.
While gifts valued up to $100 were initially
exempt, India's Department of Posts has
now completely halted all categories of
mail, including letters and documents.

The suspension stems from a lack of clarity
in the new U.S. regulations regarding how
carriers and “"qualified parties” are
supposed to collect and remit customs
duties. Citing this regulatory uncertainty
and the inability of air carriers to transport
U.S.-bound mail, India's postal service has
halted deliveries. The move affects many
businesses and individuals, highlighting
significant logistical disruptions between
the two countries. Customers with
undelivered items are eligible for postage
refunds.

e Donald Trump has nominated Sergio
Gor, a loyal aide with minimal diplomatic
experience, as U.S. ambassador to India and
special envoy for South and Central Asia.

The move has sparked concern due to
India’s sensitivity about being grouped with
Pakistan, especially amid tense regional
dynamics. Gor’s close ties to Trump may
help bypass bureaucratic hurdles, but critics
warn of a steep learning curve. His past
includes political fundraising, publishing
pro-Trump books, and a controversial clash
with Elon Musk who called him a snake.

e Trump trade advisor Peter Navarro
continues to make waves for his highly
controversial statements targeting India.
Over the past month, he has accused India
of functioning as a “laundromat for the
Kremlin,” labelled the Ukraine conflict
“Modi’s war,” framing India’s energy
dealings as indirectly sustaining Russian
aggression, and dubbed it as the “Maharaja
of tariffs”. In his latest invective, he
invoked caste in his rhetoric—claiming that
“Brahmins profiteering at the expense of
the Indian people”. These remarks
triggered a backlash over their divisive and
casteist tone.

DIASPORA NEWS

e India has significantly expanded its
consular services in the U.S. by
inaugurating  eight new  Consular
Application Centers. These centers, located
in key cities like Boston, Dallas, and San
Jose, are designed to better serve the large
Indian diaspora of 5.4 million people. The
move, announced by India's Ambassador to
the U.S. Vinay Kwatra, aims to streamline
and improve access to essential services
such as visas, passports, and Overseas
Citizenship of India (OCI) applications. A
notable feature of the expansion is that all
17 Consular Application Centers across the
U.S. will now operate on Saturdays,
providing  greater  convenience  for
applicants. This initiative is part of India’s
broader strategy to strengthen ties and



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/its-not-about-ukraine-at-all-democrats-say-trumps-tariffs-sabotaging-us-india-relationship-move-hurting-americans/articleshow/123554479.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/ukraine-conflict-is-modis-war-how-navarro-bessent-and-trumps-team-is-lobbying-against-on-pm-modi/articleshow/123555571.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-temporarily-suspends-most-postal-services-to-us-effective-august-25-amid-new-customs-order-know-whats-exempt-from-the-ban/articleshow/123469918.cms?utm
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/india-temporarily-suspends-most-postal-services-to-us-effective-august-25-amid-new-customs-order-know-whats-exempt-from-the-ban/articleshow/123469918.cms?utm
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=91021575ffb01f9a9856bf0a5454dfa2bf6c652c6a4f8fed597f5c947101a562JmltdHM9MTc1NjY4NDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e2ffaf3-e197-64b8-0c7b-ef7fe0916565&psq=he+department+of+posts+on+Saturday+announced+a+temporary+sus+..+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYnVzaW5lc3N0b2RheS5pbi9pbmRpYS9zdG9yeS9pbmRpYS1zdXNwZW5kcy1wYXJjZWwtc2VydmljZXMtdG8tdXMtYXMtbmV3LWN1c3RvbXMtcnVsZXMta2ljay1pbi11bmRlci01MC10cnVtcC10YXJpZmYtNDkwODA0LTIwMjUtMDgtMjM&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=feec88954e2be554eadfc3bfabf79532dc3a36431d2c5065b5a3992d74e90004JmltdHM9MTc1NjY4NDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e2ffaf3-e197-64b8-0c7b-ef7fe0916565&psq=he+department+of+posts+on+Saturday+announced+a+temporary+sus+..+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2lvbmV3cy5jb20vd29ybGQvaW5kaWEtc3VzcGVuZHMtcG9zdGFsLXNlcnZpY2VzLXRvLXVzLWFzLXRydW1wLXMtdGFyaWZmcy1jb21lLWludG8tZWZmZWN0LTE3NTU5NDMwNDk5MDU&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=f68b14ee03b80704cd04bb896ad64b757f69dc4803084c891a29ab41f107979cJmltdHM9MTc1NjY4NDgwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=1e2ffaf3-e197-64b8-0c7b-ef7fe0916565&psq=he+department+of+posts+on+Saturday+announced+a+temporary+sus+..+&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9pbmRpYW5leHByZXNzLmNvbS9hcnRpY2xlL2luZGlhL2luZGlhLXN1c3BlbmQtcG9zdGFsLXNlcnZpY2VzLXVzLWF1Z3VzdC0yNS0xMDIwNjg4Ny8&ntb=1
https://www.telegraphindia.com/world/trump-loyalist-dubbed-a-snake-by-musk-set-to-unlock-us-india-ties-despite-inexperience/cid/212080
https://www.ndtv.com/world-news/why-elon-musk-once-called-sergio-gor-donald-trumps-india-ambassador-pick-a-snake-9143917
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/laundromat-for-kremlin-trump-aide-peter-navarro-says-modi-is-a-great-leader-india-doesnt-need-russian-oil/articleshow/123440776.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/laundromat-for-kremlin-trump-aide-peter-navarro-says-modi-is-a-great-leader-india-doesnt-need-russian-oil/articleshow/123440776.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/modis-war-peter-navarro-us-tariffs-on-india-russian-oil-imports-by-india/articleshow/123566441.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/brahmins-profiteering-off-indian-people-trump-aide-peter-navarro-makes-a-casteist-jibe-to-justify-50-tariff-on-india/articleshow/123624196.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/brahmins-profiteering-off-indian-people-trump-aide-peter-navarro-makes-a-casteist-jibe-to-justify-50-tariff-on-india/articleshow/123624196.cms
https://www.business-standard.com/india-news/brahmins-profiteering-off-indians-trump-adviser-navarro-justifies-tariffs-125090100202_1.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/nri/latest-updates/firmly-believe-people-to-people-ties-at-heart-of-india-us-partnership-india-announces-eight-new-consular-application-centres-in-us/articleshow/123032793.cms?utm_
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/nri/latest-updates/firmly-believe-people-to-people-ties-at-heart-of-india-us-partnership-india-announces-eight-new-consular-application-centres-in-us/articleshow/123032793.cms?utm_
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enhance engagement with the Indian-
American _community, underscoring the
importance of people-to-people
connections in the bilateral relationship.

e U.S. Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor
Greene has sparked concern within the
Indian community after a social media post
demanding an end to "Indian H-1B visas
replacing American jobs" .Greene's
comments, posted on August 4, 2025, on X,
came in the context of rising U.S.-India
trade tensions and a broader political debate
on immigration and labour.

While her statement does not represent an
official policy change and is a personal
opinion, it has heightened uncertainty for
Indian students and professionals who rely
on the H-1B visa program for employment
in the U.S. The H-1B program is a critical
pathway for many Indian graduates to work
in the U.S. tech sector, with Indian nationals
receiving nearly 70% of all H-1B visas in
fiscal year 2024. The rhetoric, although not
legally binding, adds to the growing
scrutiny of skilled migration programs and
fuels concerns about a potentially more
hostile environment for the Indian diaspora.

e The BAPS Swaminarayan Temple in
Greenwood, Indiana, has been vandalized,
prompting a strong condemnation from the
Indian Consulate in Chicago. The
Consulate has urged local authorities to take
swift action and ensure the safety of
religious sites. This marks the fourth such
incident targeting a BAPS temple in the
U.S. in less than a year, with a similar act of
vandalism having occurred at a BAPS
temple in Chino Hills, California, just six
months prior. The repeated attacks have
raised serious concerns within the Indian
diaspora and community groups, who are
calling for greater vigilance and

accountability for what they are describing
as hate crimes.

CANADA POLITICS

Diplomacy, Defence, and Domestic
Strains in Ottawa’s Political Reset!

e The Bank of Canada will not revisit its
2% inflation target during its 2026 policy
framework review, according to Governor
Tiff Macklem. In a speech, Macklem stated
that while the central bank is adapting to a
more uncertain  global environment,
including new U.S. tariffs and supply
disruptions, the long-standing 2% target
will remain the cornerstone of its policy. He
emphasized that this target has successfully
anchored inflation  expectations  for
decades, helping to maintain price stability.
The governor noted that the upcoming
review will instead focus on how the bank
can better manage supply shocks and how
housing  affordability interacts  with
monetary policy.

e Prime Minister Mark Carney launched
a new Major Projects Office to fast-track
national infrastructure projects, like ports,
energy corridors, and clean energy projects,
aimed at boosting the Canadian economy
and building national capacity. The
government also rolled out major housing
measures, setting an ambitious goal to
double the pace of homebuilding to
approximately 500,000 new homes a year
over the next decade. This policy was part
of a broader effort to address affordability
and supply issues in the housing market.

e Over 10,000 Air Canada flight
attendants, represented by the Canadian
Union of Public Employees (CUPE), went
on a strike in mid-August, demanding better
wages and compensation for "unpaid"
ground work .The walkout, which began on



https://www.indiatoday.in/world/us-news/story/india-opens-8-new-consular-centres-in-us-to-boost-diaspora-services-glbs-2764502-2025-08-01?utm_
https://www.indiatoday.in/world/us-news/story/india-opens-8-new-consular-centres-in-us-to-boost-diaspora-services-glbs-2764502-2025-08-01?utm_
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/end-indian-h-1b-visas-says-marjorie-taylor-greene-what-this-could-mean-for-students-and-early-career-professionals-in-the-us/articleshow/123106165.cms#:~:text=In%20a%20recent%20post%20on,or%20working%20in%20the%20US.
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/end-indian-h-1b-visas-says-marjorie-taylor-greene-what-this-could-mean-for-students-and-early-career-professionals-in-the-us/articleshow/123106165.cms#:~:text=In%20a%20recent%20post%20on,or%20working%20in%20the%20US.
https://m.economictimes.com/nri/latest-updates/h-1b-visa-tension-rises-amid-us-lawmakers-call-to-curb-indian-tech-hiring/articleshow/123117813.cms#:~:text=According%20to%20US%20Citizenship%20and,Also%20Read%3A
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/reprehensible-act-indian-temple-in-us-vandalised-consulate-seeks-probe/articleshow/123275155.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/world/us/reprehensible-act-indian-temple-in-us-vandalised-consulate-seeks-probe/articleshow/123275155.cms
https://www.wealthprofessional.ca/news/industry-news/macklem-says-2-target-will-guide-bank-of-canada-through-uncertainty/390096#:~:text=The%20Bank%20of%20Canada%20will,expectations%2C%20as%20reported%20by%20Reuters.
https://www.mpamag.com/ca/mortgage-industry/industry-trends/bank-of-canada-to-hold-inflation-target-at-2-in-2026-says-macklem/547567#:~:text=Macklem%20acknowledged%20that%20the%20global,and%20greater%20variability%20in%20inflation.
https://www.morningstar.com/news/dow-jones/202508266896/bank-of-canadas-policy-framework-review-wont-revisit-inflation-target#:~:text=%22Therefore%2C%20it's%20worth%20examining%20how,up%20for%20review%20this%20time.
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/08/29/prime-minister-carney-launches-new-major-projects-office-fast-track-nation-building-projects
https://www.pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2025/08/05/prime-minister-carney-announces-new-measures-transform-canada
https://www.indiatimes.com/trending/air-canada-strike-2025-crew-strike-strand-passengers-during-peak-summer-travel-heres-what-it-means-if-youre-booked-to-fly-666790.html?utm
https://www.indiatimes.com/trending/air-canada-strike-2025-crew-strike-strand-passengers-during-peak-summer-travel-heres-what-it-means-if-youre-booked-to-fly-666790.html?utm
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August 16 and lasted three days, led to
widespread flight cancellations and travel
chaos, affecting over 130,000 passengers
daily during the peak summer travel season.

INDIA-CANADA RELATIONS

e Canada and India have appointed new
high commissioners to each other's capitals,
a significant step toward mending
diplomatic ties strained since the 2023
Hardeep Singh Nijjar affair. Christopher
Cooter will serve as Canada’s High
Commissioner to India, while Dinesh K.
Patnaik has been named India’s High
Commissioner to Canada. The
appointments follow a commitment made
by Prime Ministers Mark Carney and
Narendra Modi at the G7 Summit in June to
restore diplomatic services. Both countries
had expelled their top envoys in a tit-for-tat
move last year. This diplomatic reset is seen
as a "step-by-step approach™ to restore
stability and facilitate necessary services
for citizens and businesses in both nations.
While Canada appointed Jeff David as its
new Consul General in Mumbai.

DIASPORA NEWS

e North America's tallest Lord Ram
statue has been inaugurated in Mississauga
.The 51-foot-tall statue, which took four
years to construct, is located at the Hindu
Heritage Centre. The statue was fabricated
in Delhi and then assembled in Canada,

with an engineering design to withstand
winds of up to 200 km/hr. It is strategically
placed to be visible to flights landing at
Toronto Pearson International Airport,
symbolizing the growing cultural presence
and pride of the Indian diaspora. The
inauguration drew thousands of devotees
and dignitaries, marking a significant
cultural milestone.

Del Manak, Victoria's first Indian-origin
Police Chief, retired on August 27 after a
35-year policing career. The City of
Victoria honored his distinguished service
by officially declaring "Del Manak Day" on
the date of his retirement. Manak, who was
also the first person of color to lead the
Victoria Police Department in its 168-year
history, was celebrated for his leadership,
community engagement, and commitment
to police wellness initiatives. His departure
marks the end of a notable era, symbolizing
the growing diversity and representation
within Canada's public service and law
enforcement. He is succeeded by Fiona
Wilson, who is the first female police chief
of Victoria.
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