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US POLITICS 

Trump at Tariffs, again! 

• As an alarming development on the 
international trade scene, the Trump 
government has declared that on early 
August 2025, all goods imported into 
America will be subjected to a 25 percent 
tariff imposed by it on imported Indian 
goods. The penalties that concern the Indian 
purchase of Russian oil are also present in 
the executive order that was signed. This is 
another move in a broader tariff approach 
that saw a change in importation taxes on 
various other countries among which it saw 
a lower 15 percent tariff on South Korean 
goods.  

• President Donald J. Trump signed 
into law a bill titled One Big Beautiful Bill 
Act which is an omnibus bill that makes 
sweeping changes to the tax code of the 
country, healthcare as well as immigration 
enforcement. Congress narrowly approved 
the bill on partisan lines, and the massive 
amount of the tax cut that it proposes is 
mainly aimed at the middle and working 
class of Americans, including zero-rating 
on tips and overtime or social security 
benefits to many. The act is also meant to 
stimulate the domestic industry by the 
deduction of an interest on loans to 
purchase automobiles which are 
manufactured in America. 

• The foreign ministers of the 
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) 
met in Washington D.C. The high-level 
meeting was aimed at the improvement of 
cooperation in Indo-Pacific region to create 
a free, open, and secure maritime domain. 
The summit resulted in the announcement 

of maritime law enforcement cooperation, a 
pact to increase cooperation across the Indo 
Pacific region and the Quad Critical 
Minerals Initiative to diversify and secure 
global supply chains of strategic resources. 
The talks also discussed the plans to 
recalculate the assistance of the U.S. to 
foreign countries with more focus on any 
program that addresses the interests of U.S 
directly. The meeting reiterated the unity of 
the Quad in adherence to international law 
and free movement of ships at a time when 
geopolitical rivalry is increasing in the 
region.  

• The Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) of the Federal Reserve 
has announced that it has decided to leave 
the target range of federal funds rate 
unchanged. The rate charged on the reserve 
balances was maintained at 4.4 percent. The 
move is consistent with the evaluation 
made by the central bank regarding the 
economy of the U.S., including the 
inflation, and the jobs reports. The FOMC 
statement which accompanied it showed 
that the committee would remain vigilant 
on the economic conditions and keep 
changing its monetary policy stance as it  
sees fit to meet its dual mandate of gaining 
maximum employment and price stability.  

• President Donald Trump connected 
with the Florida governor Ron DeSantis on 
a visit to a new, controversial temporary 
immigration detention centre in Florida 
Everglades known as Alligator Alcatraz. 
Situated in a distance of 50 miles west of 
Miami at the Dade-Collier Training and 
Transition Airport, the location was also 
settled at as a remote and dangerous land, 
which the officials themselves are selling as 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/donald-trumps-25-tariff-dead-economy-jibe-india-sends-clear-message-to-the-us-in-5-points-what-piyush-goyal-said/articleshow/123025616.cms
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariffs-russia-india-9e388a55583e7007149819c52f0fd71b
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/donald-trumps-25-tariff-to-hit-indias-exports-which-sectors-are-at-maximum-risk-top-5-points-to-know/articleshow/123009899.cms
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2025/07/from-coast-to-coast-americans-are-seeing-the-benefits-of-president-trumps-big-beautiful-bill/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/articles/2025/07/from-coast-to-coast-americans-are-seeing-the-benefits-of-president-trumps-big-beautiful-bill/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/obbb/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1/text
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2025/07/joint-statement-from-the-quad-foreign-ministers-meeting-in-washington#:%7E:text=Media%20Note,July%201%2C%202025
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2025/07/joint-statement-from-the-quad-foreign-ministers-meeting-in-washington
https://www.state.gov/releases/office-of-the-spokesperson/2025/07/joint-statement-from-the-quad-foreign-ministers-meeting-in-washington
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20250730a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20250730a.htm
https://www.federalreserve.gov/newsevents/pressreleases/monetary20250730a1.htm
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-alligator-alcatraz-detention-center-florida/
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a major security asset. The official aim of 
the facility that can accommodate several 
thousands of people is to intercept, process, 
and speed up deportation of illegal 
immigrants. The visit served as a way of 
sending a message of deterrence by both 
DeSantis and Noem that those individuals 
who are in the U.S. illegally should self-
deport so that they are not sent to the centre. 
President Trump described the makeshift 
site as professional and said other states 
could follow in its foot print. 

• President Trump has signed the set 
of sweeping executive orders. The 
instructions focus on three main areas, 
including addressing the perceived 
ideological confusion in AI systems, 
speeding up development of necessary 
digital infrastructure, and increasing export 
of American AI technology. The most 
controversial one is the administration of 
prevention to what has been termed as the 
‘woke AI’. In this directive, federal 
agencies are told to audit their activities 
involving artificial intelligence tools and to 
create new guidelines that guarantee the 
impartiality and non-partisan what-if with 
AI-based decision-making and content 
creation.  

A second priority entails ensuring an 
efficient process of constructing the data 
centres where energy-intensive AI and the 
digital economy run. Claimed to be driven 
by national security and economic 
competitiveness concerns, the order is 
aimed at accelerating federal permitting 
procedures and environmental compulsions 
of new data centre development. The 
administration argues that the U.S. is 
showing bureaucratic foot-dragging that are 

preventing the country in the race to 
become an AI superpower.  

• A federal judge has delivered a 
significant legal blow to the Trump 
administration, issuing a nationwide 
injunction that blocks a controversial 
executive order seeking to end birthright 
citizenship. The President’s order aimed to 
reinterpret the 14th Amendment of the 
Constitution to deny automatic citizenship 
to children born in the United States to 
parents who are not U.S. citizens. The 
ruling marks the first major court victory 
for opponents of the policy and sets the 
stage for a protracted legal battle that is 
likely to reach the Supreme Court. 

• On Independence Day, a wave of 
coordinated demonstrations under the 
banner of "Free America Weekend" took 
place in approximately 300 cities 
nationwide, signalling a significant and 
widespread protest movement. Instead of 
traditional holiday celebrations, tens of 
thousands of participants gathered to 
express dissent on issues reportedly related 
to individual liberties and government 
policy. The largest of these rallies occurred 
in Los Angeles, where organizers estimated 
that a crowd of over 25,000 people 
gathered, marching through downtown 
streets. Other major urban centres also saw 
substantial turnouts, with notable 
demonstrations held in Seattle, Washington, 
and Columbus, Ohio. The geographical 
spread of the events, from the West Coast to 
the Midwest, highlights the movement's 
extensive organizational network and its 
ability to mobilize supporters across the 
country. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=18dff8d03e6c682e763e2270084529a185bc9c51f670ef73e691020bb63168afJmltdHM9MTc1NDQzODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=pesident+Trump+has+signed+the+set+of+sweeping+executive+orders.+The+instructions+focus+on+three+main+areas%2c+including+addressing+the+perceived+ideological+confusion+in+AI+systems%2c+speeding+up+development+of+necessary+digital+infrastructure%2c+and+increasing+export+of+American+AI+technology.+The+most+controversial+one+is+the+administration+of+prevention+to+what+has+been+termed+as+the+woke+AI.&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubXNuLmNvbS9lbi1pbi9uZXdzL3dvcmxkL3RydW1wcy1haS1hY3Rpb24tcGxhbi11cy1wcmVzaWRlbnQtc2lnbnMtZXhlY3V0aXZlLW9yZGVycy1zZWVrcy10by1tYWtlLWFtZXJpY2EtbGVhZGVyLWluLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaW50ZWxsaWdlbmNlLXJhY2UvYXItQUExSmFRSFM_b2NpZD1CaW5nTmV3c1NlcnA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a1ed33cb6bd980373128953869923b120ce24f69e0191364f9a5ac790d488995JmltdHM9MTc1NDQzODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=pesident+Trump+has+signed+the+set+of+sweeping+executive+orders.+The+instructions+focus+on+three+main+areas%2c+including+addressing+the+perceived+ideological+confusion+in+AI+systems%2c+speeding+up+development+of+necessary+digital+infrastructure%2c+and+increasing+export+of+American+AI+technology.+The+most+controversial+one+is+the+administration+of+prevention+to+what+has+been+termed+as+the+woke+AI.&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly95b3Vyc3RvcnkuY29tL2FpLXN0b3J5L2RvbmFsZC10cnVtcC11c2EtYWktY2hpbmEtcmFjZS1vcmRlcnMtMjAyNQ&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=474c001e8dd1b6fa73d12dcd4e4535b208e898ee064652539a2226c71e39686bJmltdHM9MTc1NDQzODQwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=pesident+Trump+has+signed+the+set+of+sweeping+executive+orders.+The+instructions+focus+on+three+main+areas%2c+including+addressing+the+perceived+ideological+confusion+in+AI+systems%2c+speeding+up+development+of+necessary+digital+infrastructure%2c+and+increasing+export+of+American+AI+technology.+The+most+controversial+one+is+the+administration+of+prevention+to+what+has+been+termed+as+the+woke+AI.&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9yb2NreW1vdW50YWludm9pY2UuY29tLzIwMjUvMDEvMjgvYS1mdWxsLWxpc3Qtb2YtcHJlc2lkZW50LXRydW1wcy1leGVjdXRpdmUtb3JkZXJzLXNvLWZhci8&ntb=1
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/07/accelerating-federal-permitting-of-data-center-infrastructure/#:%7E:text=Accelerating%20Federal%20Permitting%20of%20Data,Executive%20Orders
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/07/accelerating-federal-permitting-of-data-center-infrastructure/#:%7E:text=Accelerating%20Federal%20Permitting%20of%20Data,Executive%20Orders
https://www.paulhastings.com/insights/client-alerts/white-house-releases-ai-action-plan-winning-the-race-americas-ai-action-plan
https://apnews.com/article/planned-parenthood-funding-cuts-ruling-343034bc26917049d6d58a8ba8c58c21
https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/blog/breaking-down-trump-end-birthright-citizenship/
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c1a62a7f0f9392e2e4570bca945f0293b61ac4332b289386719e3ae18e7928caJmltdHM9MTc1NDE3OTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=02803e55-1d45-6593-1798-286b1c43646b&psq=On+Independence+Day%2c+Free+America+Weekend+protests+occur+in+%7e300+cities+nationwide%2c+including+major+rallies+in+Los+Angeles+(25%2c000%2b+participants)%2c+Seattle%2c+and+Columbus&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9lY29ub21pY3RpbWVzLmluZGlhdGltZXMuY29tL25ld3MvaW50ZXJuYXRpb25hbC91cy9qdWx5LTR0aC1hbnRpLXRydW1wLXByb3Rlc3RzLWZ1bGwtbGlzdC1vZi1jaXRpZXMtbWFyY2gtcm91dGVzLW1hcHMtYW5kLXJvYWQtY2xvc3VyZXMtdG8ta25vdy9hcnRpY2xlc2hvdy8xMjIyMjkwNjMuY21z&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=166aea147cf7590718d0fb7ac8aa2e46fd2dc6ec713cb316e5aeda055a13504eJmltdHM9MTc1NDE3OTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=02803e55-1d45-6593-1798-286b1c43646b&psq=On+Independence+Day%2c+Free+America+Weekend+protests+occur+in+%7e300+cities+nationwide%2c+including+major+rallies+in+Los+Angeles+(25%2c000%2b+participants)%2c+Seattle%2c+and+Columbus&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaGluZHVzdGFudGltZXMuY29tL3dvcmxkLW5ld3MvdXMtbmV3cy9mcmVlLWFtZXJpY2EtcHJvdGVzdHMtbG9jYXRpb25zLWxpc3Qtb2YtY2l0aWVzLXNldC1mb3Itbm8ta2luZ3MtMi0wLXJhbGxpZXMtb24tanVseS00LTEwMTc1MTUzMjg0NjYyNy5odG1s&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2dc4d0eca097032ed9789f5c43c115c83ecfd36ef6d11888a66a4e32c8ff6354JmltdHM9MTc1NDE3OTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=02803e55-1d45-6593-1798-286b1c43646b&psq=On+Independence+Day%2c+Free+America+Weekend+protests+occur+in+%7e300+cities+nationwide%2c+including+major+rallies+in+Los+Angeles+(25%2c000%2b+participants)%2c+Seattle%2c+and+Columbus&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aW1lLmNvbS83Mjk5MDE1L2FudGktdHJ1bXAtYWRtaW5pc3RyYXRpb24tcHJvdGVzdHMtdW5pdGVkLXN0YXRlcy1qdWx5LTQtaW5kZXBlbmRlbmNlLWRheS8&ntb=1
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• Responding to devastating flooding 
data that have been ravaging the 
communities in the Central parts of Texas, 
President Trump has declared a major 
disaster in the region. The relocation comes 
after several days of heavy rain that resulted 
in more rivers breaching their banks, 
flooding vast areas, evacuation of residents, 
and severe property damage and destruction 
of infrastructure. 

• Across the country, Step of John 
Lewis, a civil rights legend who died last 
month, an estimated tens of thousands 
turned for massive demonstrations held in 
every single state, plus Puerto Rico, in a 
nationwide tribute to the late civil rights 
icon. In a reference to the famous speech 
where Lewis calls to cause only good 
trouble, necessary trouble, the rallies 
celebrated his legacy as well as made sure 
that the present Trump administration still 
bears serious criticism. 

INDIA-US RELATIONS  

• In a major decision that would affect 
the Indo-US relations, the Trump 
administration announced the introduction 
of a hefty 25% duty on all items that are 
imported into the United States originating  
in India and the same would appear in the 
first week of August 2025. According to the 
executive order, the move was necessitated 
by the unfair trade practices and high Indian 
tariffs levelled against U.S. goods. It is the 
latest unilateral move in the government 
policy that prioritizes the domestic 
industries with the use of creative tariffs to 
support and advance American industries. 
This is a major increase in trade friction 
between the two strategic allies and throws 

a dark cloud over the rest of the relationship 
that is otherwise being cooperative 
including in defence and technology 
matters. 

• The NISAR (NASA-ISRO 
Synthetic Aperture Radar) satellite was 
launched on July 30, 2025, marking a 
significant achievement in international 
collaboration in space. NISAR, an initiative 
by NASA and ISRO, will enable enhanced 
monitoring of Earth’s environment by 
meticulously tracking the planet's dynamic 
land and ice regions. The 2,393 kg 
observatory was launched with ISRO's 
Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(GSLV-F16) and was placed in a Sun-
synchronous polar orbit. This remarkable 
mission epitomizes a decade-long 
collaboration between the two space 
agencies, illustrating their joint 
technological ingenuity.   

DIASPORA NEWS 

• Indian-born orthopedic surgeon Dr 
Anjani Sinha, a nominee of President 
Donald Trump as the U.S Ambassador to 
Singapore had to undergo a gnashing 
confirmation hearing by Senate Foreign 
Relation Committee. Being inexperienced 
in the diplomacy field, Sinha was taken 
through a series of hard-hitting questions 
and especially by Senator Tammy 
Duckworth that cast much doubt on 
whether he was qualified to hold such an 
important diplomat position. 

At the hearing, Sinha was not in a position 
to respond to some basic questions 
concerning the U.S.-Singapore 
relationship. He gave the wrong amount of 
U.S. trade surplus with Singapore the first 

https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20250706/president-donald-j-trump-approves-major-disaster-declaration-texas#:%7E:text=President%20Donald%20J.,Here's%20how%20you%20know
https://www.fema.gov/press-release/20250706/president-donald-j-trump-approves-major-disaster-declaration-texas#:%7E:text=President%20Donald%20J.,Here's%20how%20you%20know
https://time.com/7303324/good-trouble-protests-trump-john-lewis/
https://time.com/7303324/good-trouble-protests-trump-john-lewis/
https://theberkshireedge.com/page/3/?search
https://theberkshireedge.com/page/3/?search
https://apnews.com/article/trump-tariffs-russia-india-9e388a55583e7007149819c52f0fd71b
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=9c55fab99f585acfcca7855168c8a7b52b7f71032ff7dee51e4c56bb0eec2b59JmltdHM9MTc1NDI2NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=us+imposes+tariffs+on+india&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5kaWF0b2RheS5pbi9idXNpbmVzcy9zdG9yeS91cy1pbXBvc2VzLTI1LXBlcmNlbnQtdHJ1bXAtdGFyaWZmLW9uLWluZGlhLXdoYXQtaXQtbWVhbnMtZm9yLWV4cG9ydHMtYW5kLWtleS1zZWN0b3JzLTI3NjM3NTktMjAyNS0wNy0zMA&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=9c55fab99f585acfcca7855168c8a7b52b7f71032ff7dee51e4c56bb0eec2b59JmltdHM9MTc1NDI2NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=us+imposes+tariffs+on+india&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuaW5kaWF0b2RheS5pbi9idXNpbmVzcy9zdG9yeS91cy1pbXBvc2VzLTI1LXBlcmNlbnQtdHJ1bXAtdGFyaWZmLW9uLWluZGlhLXdoYXQtaXQtbWVhbnMtZm9yLWV4cG9ydHMtYW5kLWtleS1zZWN0b3JzLTI3NjM3NTktMjAyNS0wNy0zMA&ntb=1
https://in.mashable.com/science/97767/nisar-is-ready-nasa-isro-satellite-mission-set-for-historic-launch-today
https://www.ndtv.com/video/significant-milestone-isro-chief-lauds-nisar-joint-satellite-mission-after-launch-973693
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/techandscience/isro-launches-indo-us-unique-earth-observing-mission-nisar-into-space/ar-AA1JC8KF?ocid=BingNewsVerp
https://www.thehansindia.com/news/international/isro-nasa-nisar-mission-reaches-key-milestone-with-successful-gslv-f16-launch-992507
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2782333de3f93a4b87806ff1bb3d1218d654f3d767e29cd81bb38f57f6ed827eJmltdHM9MTc1NDI2NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=Indian-born+Anjani+Sinha%2c+nominated+to+be+U.S.+Ambassador+to+Singapore%2c+faced+tough+questioning+in+the+Senate.+S&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aW1lc29maW5kaWEuaW5kaWF0aW1lcy5jb20vZXRpbWVzL3RyZW5kaW5nL3doby1pcy1hbmphbmktc2luaGEtdGhlLWluZGlhbi1vcmlnaW4tc3VyZ2Vvbi1ub21pbmF0ZWQtYnktZG9uYWxkLXRydW1wLWFzLXNpbmdhcG9yZXMtYW1iYXNzYWRvci9hcnRpY2xlc2hvdy8xMjI5MzYyNTEuY21zIzp-OnRleHQ9RHIuJTIwQW5qYW5pJTIwU2luaGElMkMlMjBQcmVzaWRlbnQlMjBUcnVtcCUyN3MlMjBub21pbmVlJTIwZm9yJTIwVS5TLixTaW5nYXBvcmUlMjdzJTIwdHJhZGUlMkMlMjBBU0VBTiUyMHJvbGUlMkMlMjBhbmQlMjBVLlMuJTIwc3RyYXRlZ2ljJTIwaW50ZXJlc3RzLg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=2782333de3f93a4b87806ff1bb3d1218d654f3d767e29cd81bb38f57f6ed827eJmltdHM9MTc1NDI2NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=Indian-born+Anjani+Sinha%2c+nominated+to+be+U.S.+Ambassador+to+Singapore%2c+faced+tough+questioning+in+the+Senate.+S&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly90aW1lc29maW5kaWEuaW5kaWF0aW1lcy5jb20vZXRpbWVzL3RyZW5kaW5nL3doby1pcy1hbmphbmktc2luaGEtdGhlLWluZGlhbi1vcmlnaW4tc3VyZ2Vvbi1ub21pbmF0ZWQtYnktZG9uYWxkLXRydW1wLWFzLXNpbmdhcG9yZXMtYW1iYXNzYWRvci9hcnRpY2xlc2hvdy8xMjI5MzYyNTEuY21zIzp-OnRleHQ9RHIuJTIwQW5qYW5pJTIwU2luaGElMkMlMjBQcmVzaWRlbnQlMjBUcnVtcCUyN3MlMjBub21pbmVlJTIwZm9yJTIwVS5TLixTaW5nYXBvcmUlMjdzJTIwdHJhZGUlMkMlMjBBU0VBTiUyMHJvbGUlMkMlMjBhbmQlMjBVLlMuJTIwc3RyYXRlZ2ljJTIwaW50ZXJlc3RzLg&ntb=1
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=9d602d960ccfc58d6d2f88bf0a59800a374cdf4e99f9c1ca8fa3ee95662b0e5cJmltdHM9MTc1NDI2NTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=153b4b0e-ae17-63a9-1b61-5d30af866260&psq=Indian-born+Anjani+Sinha%2c+nominated+to+be+U.S.+Ambassador+to+Singapore%2c+faced+tough+questioning+in+the+Senate.+S&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RyYWl0c3RpbWVzLmNvbS93b3JsZC91bml0ZWQtc3RhdGVzL3doby1pcy10cnVtcHMtcGljay10by1iZS1hbWJhc3NhZG9yLXRvLXNpbmdhcG9yZQ&ntb=1
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amount he gave was $80 billion and then a 
second amount of $18 billion which is a 
long way off the real amount of 2.8 billion 
dollars. He also could not provide the year 
that Singapore will be launching the 
ASEAN regional forum chair or even 
identify the U.S. naval bases within the 
country. 

• A New England gathering of civic 
leaders and scholars of Indian-American 
heritage sought to address political issues to 
catalyze educational reform in India. The 
“One Tablet: Infinite Futures” leadership 
gala offered yet another chance for diaspora 
leaders to advocate for technology-enabled 
opportunities for the millions of school-
aged children in India. This non-
governmental initiative was organized by 
Vidya Bharati USA and its affiliates to 
make use of the Indian-American 
community's skill sets and resources.  

CANADA POLITICS 

• The New Democratic Party (NDP) 
says it is now in the process of rebuilding, 
with the party officially announcing that it 
would commence an autopsy of its 
devastating 2025 election bid and establish 
a schedule of when the next leadership 
challenge will take place. The party said it 
is launching an internal review of its 
campaign; a move needed after a spring 
election blow in which its seat total 
imploded and its leader Jagmeet Singh not 
only lost his own riding but resigned. It was 
announced that Ottawa lawyer and former 
NDP candidate Emilie Taman would lead 
this review and renewal process which will 
include wide-ranging consultations with 

riding associations, candidates, and party 
members during the summer. 

• Canada has suspended plans to 
charge new retaliatory tariffs on United 
States steel and aluminium in a step to ease 
a brewing trade row. This ruling was made 
after the Trump administration had 
postponed a deadline that was set on 
continued trade talks between the two 
countries. The government had been ready 
to add much more tariffs to counter the U.S. 
metals, yet has now decided to wait a bit 
more round in case of getting a deal. The 
present 25 percent counter-tariff on the 
American steel and aluminium will 
therefore continue to be in force throughout 
this duration. 

• Canada has stated that it intends to 
formally recognize Palestinian statehood in 
a move that marks a major change in its 
foreign policy to be in line with major 
European allies of the country. 
Nevertheless, the recognition comes with 
conditions and introducing another layer of 
tension to an already tense trade talks with 
the United States. 

• Patty Hajdu, a Minister of 
Indigenous Services in Canada, represented 
the nation in the High Level Political Forum 
on Sustainable Development convened at 
the United Nations Headquarters. At the 
forum, Minister Hajdu delivered the second 
Voluntary National Review to show the 
progress made by Canada in the realization 
of the 2030 Agenda of achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). A 
priority was the role of Canada in building 
a more sustainable, growing more peaceful 
and prosperous world. 
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INDIA-CANADA RELATIONS 

• Jeff David was made the new 
Consul General of Canada in Mumbai 
replacing Diedrah Kelly. This is an 
important step because it will be the first 
such new Canadian diplomatic assignment 
to this country since the drastic diplomatic 
row that took place in 2023. The 
appointment was a cross-listing and 
signalled a possible normalisation of 
relationships. It has also been reported that 
the two nations have agreed to restore their 
high commissioners which is a significant 
move in restoring diplomatic relations 
between them.  

DIASPORA NEWS 

• The alleged Khalistani gunman 
opened fire at a new eatery in Surrey, B.C., 
called Kapil (a.k.a. Kapil Cafe), named 
after the Bollywood actor Kapil Sharma, 
apparently a proprietor of the restaurant. 
Although no one was hurt during the attack, 
the event resulted in great damages to 
property. Shooting received an immediate 
critical reaction on the part of Indian 
officials who were deeply concerned about 
the targeting of persons of Indian origins 
and origin-oriented businesses in Canada. 
The incident has subjected concerns over 
extremist violence and separatist group 
activities in other countries to increased 
anxieties. The incident has been 
investigated by the Canadian law 
enforcement who are currently analyzing 
the case as a possibility of a politically 
charged extremist act. 
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