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South Korea Marks 1st Anniversary
of Martial Law

In December 2025, South Korea marked
the first anniversary of the declaration of
the martial law in the country. Last year on
December 3, then-President Yoon Suk
Yeol made a sudden announcement of the
declaration of martial law due to the
alleged activities of the “anti-state and pro-
North Korea” groups within South Korea.
Reportedly, one year after the martial law,
the political and ideological divisions have
deepened in South Korea. The failed
martial law declaration and impeachment
of Yoon from his position propelled the
Democratic Party of Korea (DPK) into
power in June 2025, with Lee Jaec Myung
becoming the new South Korean president.
Several members of the conservative
People Power Party (PPP) which is now in
opposition had supported the martial law
decree by the former President Yoon Suk
Yeol. The declaration of martial law had
also apparently fueled the regional
divisions within South Korea and had
contributed in polarising the public
opinion in the country. President Lee Jae
Myung pledged to address the ‘“acts of
insurrection” related to the martial law
declaration last year and prohibit any
reoccurrence of this kind of incident in the
future. During his special public address
on December 3, 2025, President Lee
proposed December 3 to be designated as
the “People’s Sovereignty Day”. He also
thanked the South Korean people for
protecting the democratic institutions of
the country through their strength and
spirit.
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South Korea and Nuclear Weapons

In December, the South Korean President
Lee Jae Myung categorically rejected any
policy to develop South Korea’s own
nuclear arsenals. The opposition to the
nuclear weapons by Seoul reflects its
commitment to the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Reportedly,
there has been some demand in South
Korea in the recent years to develop its
own nuclear arms. Also, South Korea has
been granted approval by the United States
to enrich Uranium and reprocess the spent
fuel from nuclear reactors to be used for
Seoul’s development of the nuclear-
powered submarines. However, any
attempt to develop nuclear weapons by
Seoul may derail the South Korean
construction of the nuclear-powered
submarines. President Lee asserted that
nuclear weapons development by South
Korea, similar to that of North Korea,
would lead to international sanctions
against Seoul and would be unreasonable.
Also, the American consent to Seoul to
construct nuclear-powered submarines was
referred to as “a blood-forged alliance of
70 years” between the United States and
South Korea by Rep. Jung Chung-rae, the
leader of the ruling Democratic Party of
Korea (DPK). On the other hand, President
Lee Jaec Myung called upon North Korea
to “end hostility” and build a “nuclear-free
Korean Peninsula”. Notably, since coming
to power in June 2025, the Lee
administration has taken steps to normalise
relations with Pyongyang. However, Seoul
has been concerned that China and US
may accept North Korea’s nuclear
weapons programme.


https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-12-02/national/politics/President-Lee-to-mark-first-martial-law-anniversary-with-speech-press-conference-march/2467951
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-12-03/national/politics/A-whos-who-of-the-Dec-3-martial-law-debacle-What-they-did-and-where-do-they-stand-now/2466573
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/southkorea/politics/20251201/1-year-after-martial-law-koreas-chronic-political-conflicts-have-only-deepened
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/southkorea/politics/20251201/lee-vows-to-address-unresolved-acts-of-insurrection-ahead-of-1st-anniversary-of-martial-law-bid
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/southkorea/politics/20251203/president-seeks-to-designate-dec-3-peoples-sovereignty-day
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-12-02/national/politics/President-Lee-says-Koreas-own-nuclear-armament-impossible/2468059
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-12-02/national/politics/Lee-vows-to-end-state-of-war-pursue-nuclearfree-era-on-Korean-Peninsula/2468204
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/20251202/ruling-party-leader-us-envoy-discuss-alliance-strategic-industry-cooperation?prnewsidx=997d1aaa-cf4f-11f0-b492-02eed468a967
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/northkorea/20251202/lee-proposes-restoring-communication-channels-with-n-korea
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/20251207/south-korea-alarmed-by-omission-of-nk-denuclearization-in-us-china-defense-papers
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South Korea-Japan Relations

According to the reports in December,
South Korea and Japan have been
cooperating and competing in different
fields of the economy. The business
leaders of South Korea and Japan called
for deeper engagement to overcome the
global economic challenges. In the 14th
Korea-Japan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Meeting in Seogwipo on Jeju
Island, the business leaders of both
countries agreed to enhance cooperation in
the backdrop of the similar economic
problems being faced by Seoul and Tokyo
at the domestic as well as in the
international market. Notably, both South
Korea and Japan are experiencing low
birth rates and ageing population, and they
are also facing global economic turmoil
amidst emerging technologies. The
businesses of South Korea and Japan
deliberated on to deepen collaboration in
the fields of artificial intelligence (AI) and
jointly seek solutions to the common
economic threats to them. On the other
hand, Seoul has been competing with
Tokyo in the field of tourism sector.
Reportedly, South Korea is looking for
new opportunities in the tourism industry
in the backdrop of the recent rise in
diplomatic tensions between China and
Japan. In another report, the Supreme
Court of South Korea upheld a judgment
on the compensation by Nippon Steel for
forced labour during the Japanese colonial
period (1910-1945). Remarkably, the year
2025 marks the 60th anniversary of the
establishment of the diplomatic relations
between South Korea and Japan.
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North Korea Detains South Korean
Citizens

In December 2025, the South Korean
media reported about the detention of
some South Korean citizens by North
Korea. The Presidential Office of South
Korea accepted the information about the
arrest of six South Koreans by Pyongyang
in between 2013 and 2016, and pledged to
get them released from the -custody.
Reportedly, while North Korea has
released several foreign nationals from
detention, some South Korean nationals
were still held by the Kim Jong-un regime
in Pyongyang on various charges.
However, the South Korean President Lee
Jae Myung confessed his ignorance about
the detention of South Korean citizens by
North Korea and he was criticised for
being unaware on this issue in the South
Korean media. On the other hand, Seoul is
planning to repatriate those North Korean
prisoners of war (POWs) who have not
accepted the liberal ideology of South
Korea even after spending several decades
there and want to go back to North Korea.
However, the South Korean Ministry of
Unification denied any linkage to the
repatriation of these North Koreans to the
issue of bringing back detained South
Koreans from North Korea. The Lee Jae
Myung administration has also been
following a flexible approach towards the
North Korean refugees living in South
Korea, such as on the issue of remittances
sent by them to their relatives in North
Korea. Notably, President Lee has pledged
to improve relations with Pyongyang.


https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/business/companies/20251208/biz-leaders-of-korea-japan-call-for-deeper-ties-to-navigate-global-upheaval
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/southkorea/society/20251204/korea-competes-with-thailand-russia-as-chinese-tourists-reroute-from-japan
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-12-11/national/socialAffairs/Top-court-upholds-ruling-ordering-Nippon-Steel-to-compensate-family-of-late-wartime-forced-laborer/2475737
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-12-04/national/politics/Presidential-office-addresses-detention-of-six-South-Koreans-held-by-North-Korea/2469866
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/southkorea/politics/20251204/president-criticized-for-ignorance-of-s-koreans-detained-in-nk
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/northkorea/20251204/s-korea-not-mulling-linking-n-korean-pows-repatriation-to-issue-of-s-korean-detainees-in-nk
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/northkorea/20251202/ministry-stresses-humanitarian-consideration-over-home-remittance-by-nk-defectors

