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South Korea and Artificial

Intelligence

South Korea has been putting efforts to
promote the development of artificial
intelligence (AI) in the country. It was
reported that Koo Yun-cheol would lead
South Korea’s initiative in the promotion
of Al wunder the Lee Jae Myung
administration, and it would be the
country’s “main growth engine”. During
his talks with the foreign leaders, President
Lee Jae Myung has also been urging for
collaboration on the issue of Al In another
report, the South Korean mobile carrier
KT announced that it would release an
indigenously developed AI model called
Mi:dm 2.0 as an open source. The South
Korean semiconductor —manufacturing
companies are also gearing up for the

projected “explosive growth” in the
demand for the AI chip sector. The
application of the AI in the education
sector and by the students is also rising in
South Korea. Remarkably, the Al chatbots
have become a part of the personal life and
as “friends” for many people. However,
there are concerns in South Korea that the
Al tools could be used to create fake news
and pornographic materials. Also, in an
interview reported in the South Korean
media, it was mentioned that Al cannot
replace human intelligence. Earlier this
year, the popularity of Chinese Al app
DeepSeek took the South Korean
government and business groups by
surprise, and there were apprehensions
about the privacy and data safety issues
related to it.
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President Lee Jae Myung’s Dilemma
over China Visit

In July, it was reported that China would
possibly invite South Korean President
Lee Jae Myung to attend the Victory Day
event in Beijing on September 3 this year.
The Victory Day would celebrate the 80
anniversary of China’s victory over Japan
in 1945. Earlier, the former South Korean
President Park Geun-hye had participated
in the 2015 Victory Day event in China.
Reportedly, President Lee’s attendance in
this Chinese event would be a test for his
“pragmatic diplomacy”, as in 2015 leaders
of several Western countries had declined
to participate. This year’s Victory Day
celebrations in China also coincide with
the 80" anniversary of South Korea’s
liberation from the Japanese colonial
occupation (1910-1945). As a result, the
official invitation by China to President
Lee Jae Myung was described by the
South Korean media as a “diplomatically
touchy” issue. The issue for the invitation
of President Lee was also discussed during
the director-general-level talks between
South Korea and China in Seoul on July 1.
Remarkably, the United States had raised
concerns on the increasing “Chinese
interference” in democratic nations after
the victory of Lee Jac Myung in the June
2025 presidential election. Also, an
editorial in The Korea Times suggested
that President Lee should not attend this
event in China. Later, it was reported that
‘unlikely”
to participate in the Victory Day parade in
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President Lee Jae Myung was

Beijing.


https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/economy/20250630/finance-minister-nominee-koo-yun-cheol-to-lead-lee-administrations-ai-initiative
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/business/tech-science/20250703/kt-to-release-homegrown-ai-model-midm-20-as-open-source
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10523929
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-07-03/opinion/columns/Seizing-the-golden-hour-for-education-reform/2343832?detailWord
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-07-05/business/tech/For-some-AI-users-a-CPU-has-a-heartbeat-as-chatbots-become-friends/2343764
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10519417
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10521980
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-02-05/business/tech/Kakao-LGU-ban-DeepSeeks-AI-app-due-to-security-concerns/2235926
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/20250702/seoul-weighs-chinas-invitation-for-president-to-attend-victory-day-military-parade
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10522991
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-07-02/national/diplomacy/China-invites-President-Lee-to-attend-diplomatically-touchy-Victory-Day-celebration-in-Beijing-/2343831
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/20250604/white-house-affirms-ironclad-alliance-voices-concerns-over-chinese-influence-after-lee-jae-myungs-win
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/opinion/editorial/20250703/china-perplexes-south-korea-by-asking-to-attend-war-ceremony
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/20250718/s-korean-president-unlikely-to-attend-chinas-victory-day-celebration-in-september
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North Korea Promotes Tourism
Industry

North Korea has been developing its
tourism sector to attract foreign tourists
and earn foreign currency. In this regard,
the Kim Jong-un regime in Pyongyang has
shown strong desire to boost the tourism
industry. In July, it was reported that the
newly-built Wonsan Kalma coastal tourist
area has started functioning. The photos
released by the KCNA showed North
Korean people enjoying on the beaches.
This tourist zone was reported to have a 4
km-long sandy beach and has more than
400 beautifully constructed buildings,
along with several other recreational and
commercial spots. Apart, from the
domestic tourists, this sea-side resort also
aims to promote international tourism in
the country. This tourist zone on the
eastern coast of North Korea was reported
to be attracting visitors from far away
provinces of the country, such as
Ryanggang, North Hamgyong and Jagang,
and foreign tourists from Russia were also
scheduled to arrive here in July.
Reportedly, the construction work for this
new tourist resort began in 2014, but was
delayed due to the scarcity of resources
and COVID-19 pandemic. The hotels and
other  guest houses here could
accommodate about 20,000 tourists from
within and outside North Korea. However,
later in July, entry of foreign tourists to
Wonsan Kalma beach resort was
adjourned by Pyongyang. Earlier this year,
it was reported that North Korea had
suspended the visit of foreign tourists in
Rason area.
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Welfare Policy of President Lee Jae
Myung in South Korea

The South Korean President Lee Jae
Myung had pledged for the expansion of
the welfare programmes and reduce
economic disparities in the country. In
July, the South Korean government
announced for the provision of cash
handouts to all South Korean citizens.
According to the report, all citizens would
get benefit of one-time payment of
150,000 Won from July 21. This strategy
of the South Korean government is to
promote domestic consumption. More
assistance will be provided to the citizens
of the country on the basis of their
economic situation and needs. Foreigners
with permanent residence and those
married to South Korean nationals may
also receive this financial benefit. In July,
the National Assembly of South Korea
also passed a supplementary budget worth
around US$ 23 billion to revive the
economy. President Lee Jac Myung urged
to swiftly implement the extra budget as
the economy of the country required
immediate attention. He emphasised on the
urgent need to improve the livelihood of
the people. President Lee Jae Myung also
raised concerns on the issue of rising
concentration of wealth in the national
capital region and among few big business
groups, and increasing regional disparities
in the country. However, the members of
the opposition People Power Party walked
out of the National Assembly during the
passing of the supplementary budget in
protest against the “unilateral decision-
making” of the ruling Democratic Party of
Korea.


https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/northkorea/20250707/north-korea-runs-dining-boats-on-pyongyangs-taedong-river
https://apnews.com/article/north-korea-tourism-beach-resort-kim-1fe3d41501e93eb0c5a04dc2700a284b
http://kcna.kp/en/article/q/e46a214c65f0b48b0d120200aa4c0707.kcmsf
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-07-02/national/northKorea/Looking-for-a-beach-escape-North-Korea-just-opened-one/2343462
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/northkorea/20250702/north-korea-opens-large-scale-coastal-tourist-zone-this-week
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/northkorea/20250718/north-korea-temporarily-suspends-foreign-tourist-entry-to-kalma-beach-resort
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/foreignaffairs/northkorea/20250306/north-korea-abruptly-suspends-resumed-foreign-tours-to-rason
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10525026
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10525273
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-07-05/business/economy/Parliament-passes-23B-supplementary-budget-to-revitalize-economy-noncapital-areas/2345910
https://www.koreaherald.com/article/10524983
https://www.koreatimes.co.kr/economy/policy/20250703/president-lee-jae-myung-confident-voucher-program-to-help-boost-consumption
https://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/2025-07-04/national/politics/Democratic-Party-unilaterally-passes-supplementary-budget-at-318-trillion-won/2345862

