


Inauguration:  9:30 AM

Venue: Seminar Hall, A Block, 3rd Floor, 
CHRIST (Deemed to be University) NCR 

Mr. Volker Lennart Plän, Resident Representative,
Hanns-Seidel-Stiftung, Germany

Fr. Viju, P.D, Director, CHRIST Delhi – NCR

Fr. Sunny Joseph, Administrator, CHRIST Delhi – NCR

Dr. Sarish Sebastian, Principal investigator,
INPSAR Project, CHRIST Delhi – NCR



Session Name

India-Southeast Asia Economic
and Security Relations

Act East Policy and
Indo-Pacific Region

Act East Policy and ASEAN

Act East Policy and prospectsAct East Policy and prospects
of North-East India

Venue

A-213, 2nd Floor, A Block, 
Christ NCR Campus

B-110, First Floor, B Block, 
Christ NCR Campus

A-213, 2nd Floor, A Block, A-213, 2nd Floor, A Block, 
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02:00 PM – 04:00 PM
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T e Sout east Asian region al ays occu ied a rominent osition in India s oreign 
olicy, evident t roug  India s e ternal relations to ards t e Sout east Asian

countries dating back to ancient times ollo ed by t e Cold ar eriod  T ailand, 
Indonesia as relatively more rominent back t en com ared to India s relations 

it  Singa ore, Malaysia, and Vietnam as o  today   It as t e decade o  990 s t at
itnessed great revival and trans ormation o  India s relations it  t e Sout east 

countries initiated t roug  t e olicies by t e t en rime Minister o  India 
VV  Narasim a Rao embarked on a series o  economic and olitical re orms kno n 

as ook ast olicy  India s ook ast olicy ( ) sa  t e otential ossibilities o
connectingconnecting t e Nort eastern corridor o  India to ards Sout east Asia aiming at 
establis ing greater olitical, economic, di lomatic engagement it  ast Asian 
countries  T e envisioned success o  t e ook ast olicy as transitioned urt er by 

rime Minister Narender Modi in 0 , to at is no  kno n as Act ast olicy  T is 
anel discussion ill serve as a lat orm to discuss t e transitions, develo ment 

stories, advancements and c allenges t at t e uture be olds in India s engage
ment it  t e Sout east Asian region
 
T e Act ast olicy is more ocused on action oriented olicy and to ensure a
multi olar Asia t roug  dee er institutional engagement, connectivity and security

artners i sartners i s it  Sout east Asia and ast Asia  T e geo strategic signi cance, 
AS AN, and ever assertive resence and in uence o  C ina as convinced India o  
being a regional layer in t e region  Ho ever, on one side t ere ave been c al
lenges in its a roac , unclear and uncertain olicy as t e olicy is not orded in 
black and ite in t e government documents  Status oriented o er s a ing t e 
regional order to its national interest and lack o  trans arency in t e olicy rocess 

as rendered it as a urdle to realise t e ull otential o  t e Act ast olicy  n t e 
ot erot er and, India s engagement to ards its astern neig bours as also strengt
ened its ot er initiatives suc  as t e Mekong anga coo eration and BIMST C  
T us, t ere is a strong economic and strategic rationale to India s Act ast olicy  
T e discussion ill essentially be aimed at advancing t is uturistic olicy dialogue 
in line it  t e s eci c and t ematic agenda on t e same
 
T is event ould take lace as art o  a teen mont s long collaborative researc  

ro ect titled  India s Neig bor ood olicy to ards t e Sout east Asian Region: A 
Study on Act ast olicy   by CHRIST (Deemed to be University) in collaboration it  
Hanns Seidel Foundation, ermany  T e ro ect intends to generate a dee  and 
so isticated understanding o  diverse as ects o  India s relations i  it  t e
Sout east Asian region and e amine India s olicy a roac  to ards t e
economically and strategically vital region  
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CHRIST Deemed to be niversity , is head uartered in Bangalore, 
arnataka and has its Main Campus in three locations in Bangalore 

named Bangalore Central Campus, Bangalore Bannerghatta Road 
Campus and Bangalore engeri Campus. The niversity also has its 
campus in the State of Maharashtra named Pune Lavasa Campus and 
in National Capital Region Delhi, named Delhi NCR Campus. The ni-
versity o ers programmes in humanities, social sciences, science, 
commerce, management, la  education, architecture and engineer-
ing to over 2 ,000 students from all the states and union territories of 
India and about 0 other countries.

S Dee ed o e ni ersi  ndia

The Hanns Seidel Foundation has been committed to international 
cooperation for over 40 years, ith a special focus on development 
cooperation in 0 projects in  countries orld ide. The HSS Foun-
dation seeks to promote humane living conditions and to contribute 
to sustainable development by strengthening peace, democracy, rule 
of la  and social market economy. The activities of the foundation in 
India are an attempt to contribute to ards sustainable development 
throughthrough capacity building aimed at supporting local governance, 

omen empo erment, creating safety for omen and children in 
urban and rural spaces, as ell as environment protection and ater 
conservation. In cooperation ith local partners, the HSS Foundation 
has realised projects in the fields of policy consultancy and political 
education.
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