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Four times since Pakistan's creation, the Baloch, who never wanted to
be part of Pakistan, have rebelled, demanding autonomy or an
independent state. After three decades, Balochistan is in turmoil again;
the Baloch rebels have been targeting the government institutions with
impunity. The insurgents appear well versed in military craft as well as
appear to be flush with arms and ammunition. An insurgency of this
magnitude cannot be sustained without any external assistance. This
paper attempts to analyse the foreign hand in Balochistan.

I ntroduction

Ba ochistan, after atroubled peacelasting some 30 years, isonceagaininthe
midst of afull-fledged insurgency. “ Theforgotten Baloch nationalist hasquietly
emerged from the shadow of sectarian and international terrorismto stakehisown
claim onthe spoilsof asystemthat isthreateningtofall gradually, but inevitably
gpart.”* For quite sometimenow, Ba ochistan hasbeen the scene of violent protest
intheform of bomb blasts, randomkillingsand actsof sabotageat vita ingtdlations.
Complaintsrelateto gasroyalties, setting up of cantonments and devel opment
projects, which deprivelocals of the benefitswhile allowing carpetbaggersto
make akilling.? Baloch rebel s have been hard at work — planting mines, firing
rockets, exploding bombs and even ambushing military convoys. Their attacks
haveledto deathsof closeto ahundred security personnd. The Sui airport building
has been blown up, gaspipelinesand e ectricity gridshave been repeatedly hit and
bomb expl osions have taken place closeto the official residences of the chief
minister aswell asthe governor.2 A hitherto unknown organisation called the
Baochistan LiberationArmy (BLA) hasclaimed responsibility for most of these
actsof violence. Four times since Pakistan's creation, the Baloch, who —like
many Sindhisand Pathans (Pakhtoons) — never wanted to be part of Pakistan,
haverebdlled, demanding greater autonomy or even anindependent state, which
would reunitethefive million Balochin Pakistan, Iran and Afghani stan under one
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Theruling ditein Pakistan, initsquest for nationalism and nationd unity, have
awaystried to suppressany spirit of genuinefederaism, perceivingit asaprelude
to separatism.® Themain challengeto Pakistan’ seffort to have aunitary structure
can beattributed to the extreme ethni ¢ consciousness and asense of strong socio-
culturd identity of most of theethnic groupsresiding insde Pakistan. Althoughthe
L ahore Resolution had originally talked of ‘ constituent units’ that would be
‘autonomous and sovereign’ ,° such ideas have been perceived with considerable
apprehension by the Urdu speaking ruling elite, who spearheaded the movement
for Pakistan and used religion dichotomy to mobilise Muslimsfor aseparate
homeland. They feared that recognising such cleavageswould imply national
disintegration inthelong-term. Thus, they abhorred encouraging sub-national
identities, whether symbolically, by recognising their socio-cultura andlinguistic
identity, or palitically, by accommodating themin the state structure on the basis of
ethnicity.” From the very beginning, the central government had problemsin
appreciating the requirements of afederal arrangement, and it assumed powers
that did not rightfully belong toit to runthe provincia governments?®

Themost seriousthreat to Pakistan today stemsfrom theregional aspirations
of various ethnic groupsand their effortsto assert their sub-national identities.
With theexception of Punjabis, dl other groups percel vethemsd vesas Pakhtoons,
Bdochs, Sindhisor Mohgjirsfirst and Pekistanislater. All thesegroupssuffer from
apersecution complex and fed that the Punjabi diteisdiscriminating against them.
Contentiousissueslikethe Kadabagh dam, distribution of Induswatersand frequent
dismissd of elected state governmentshavefuel led thisfegling of dienationand
led to the creation of the Pakistan Oppressed Nations Movement (PONM) by
variousgroups, clamouring for regiond autonomy and federdism. Of dl thegroups,
the strongest threat to Pakistan today is posed by Baloch nationalists, who are
againasserting themselvesafter 30 years. Theproblemin Baochistanispotentialy
seriousinthat it seeksto generate separatist and nationalist sentimentswithina
culturally distinct ethno-lingui stic group that hashad itsown autonomoushistory
and did not change much even under Britishrule.®

Historical Background

With 147,000 sg. miles, Bal ochistan comprises 43 per cent of Pakistan'sland
massbut hasonly 5 per cent of itspopulation. It aso hasimmensenatura resources
and most of Pakistan’senergy resources. Itslocation astridethe oil lanes of the
Persan Gulf, at thetrianglewhere Pakistan, Iran, and Afghanistan meet, makesit
geopaliticaly and strategically themost important part of Pakistan. It commands
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nearly the country’s entire coast — 470 miles of Arabian Sea. On the West, it
borderslran and after Peshawar, itsnorthern border wasthekey staging areafor
thejihadinAfghanistan. Itisaland that wasruled autocratically by its nawabs.
Higtorically, it hasbeen aloosetriba confederacy —and thenfour princely states
—loyal, at varioustimes, to the Persian emperor and the Afghan kings.*® The
ethnic originsof the Baloch set them distinctly apart from the peoplesof thelndo-
Gangeticplains.

Most Baloch never wanted to join Pakistan in the first place. As early as
1930s, some Baoch leaders, foreseeing the eventua departure of the British, had
started to advance claimsfor independence.’? TheKhan of Kalat, thetraditional
ruler of the predominant Baloch state of Kaat, had sought independent statusand
claimed that Nepal and Kalat had the same status.** He was the most powerful
ruler of Bal ochistan and acknowledged lord of al Baloch tribes.** However, as
the British departed, theterritoriesunder their control were merged with Pakistan,
with the Quettamunicipality, abody dominated by non-Bal och settlers, ratifying
themerger. Subsequently, the Khan wasforced to sign the merger document and
Kalat was annexed. Thisled to thefirst armed insurgency in 1948 led by the
Khan'sbrother.

Sincethen, theBaloch haveriseninrevolt threetimes—in 1958, 1963-69 and
againin1973-1977. Baoch history hasbeen an unending sagaof treachery by the
ruling elitein Islamabad. Though insurgencies have been crushed with aheavy
hand, they haveleft scarswhich areyet to heal. Eachinsurgency hasbeen more
intensethan its predecessor, with organisational capabilitiesand popular support
for theinsurgentsincreasing with each successiveinsurgency. At theheight of the
insurgency in 1973, 55,000 insurgentsfaced 80,000 Pakistani troops, supported
by thePAF aswdll asateam fromthelranianAir Force. Morethan 5,000 insurgents
and over 3,300 soldierswerekilled intheinsurgency that lasted till 1977.%° The
Pakistani armed forces used brute forceto crush thisinsurgency asthey had to
redeemtheir honour after their rout in Bangladesh. Theinsurgentswere hoping for
Soviet intervention, which did not materidise.

Revival of I nsurgency

After ahiatusof three decades, insurgency reared itshead againin Balochistan
in2004. Thistime, theinsurgentsmainly targeted deve opment activity and Pakistanis
andforegnersinvolvedin somevita projects. They madeit apoint to hit economic
targetsin Bal ochistan and carried out frequent acts of sabotage of gas pipelines,
and attacked personnd laying gastransmission lines. Their morehigh profileacts
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included the murder of three Chinese engineers working on the Gwadar Port
Project, an attack onthe Chief Minister’sconvoy and theattack on the Sui Airport
Building. Smilarly, power transmissonlinesand military and government indalaions
have beentargeted. According to the BBC, therewere more than 30 bomb attacks
in Quettaaloneduring 2004. The deadliest of thesekilled at least 11 peopleand
wounded over 30in December 2004. The BLA and the Baloch Liberation Front
(BLF) claimed responsibility for these and stated that the attackswere an attempt
toliberate Bal ochistan from Punjabi domination.®® During 2004, therewere 626
rocket attacksof which 379 1anded onthe Sui gasfieldsand sometargeted railway
tracks. Therewere 122 bomb explosionsalong the gas pipeline.t” At first, the
Pakistan government tried to ignore theissue hoping that it would resol veitsel f
withtime. Then, it mounted arush operation and paramilitary forceslaid siegeto
several areasacrossthe province, with anyoneresisting search operationsbeing
branded aterrorist.’® Thus, 31-yearsafter thelast military operationin Ba ochistan,
armed forceswereonceagain deployedinthe provinceto destroy “terrorist training
camps’, protect vital economicingalationslikethe Sui gasfidd, and vitd projects
such asthe under-construction Gwadar port and Mirani dam.*®

Theyear 2005 began on an ominousnote, asclasheserupted in Sui after
reportsthat alady doctor had been gang-raped by a Captain and three personnel
of the Defence Security Guards(DSG). Theinability of theadministrationto deal
with thisalleged outrage prompted retaliation by the BLA,® resulting in large-
sca edamageto property of resdentsaswell asof Pakistan Petroleum Ltd (PPL).
Theinsurgents also targeted the acid pipeline, the gas purification plant and
residencesof PPL workers? Asaresult, gassupply fromthe plant wastemporarily
shut down. The Situation had become so seriousthat even when thefiring had
stopped, no onewaswilling to go and repair the damaged pipelines.?2 According
to the Pakistan government, in four days of fighting, theinsurgentsfired 14,000
roundsof small arms, 436 mortar and 60 rockets® and asisusually the case, the
security forcesresponded with much morefirepower. During thisperiod, the Dera
Bugti district wastotally cut off from therest of the country. Nawab Akbar Khan
Bugti accused theArmy for therapeincident and asked the‘ Punjabi Army’ to go
back and refrain from perpetrating such crimes on Baloch soil . Besides 7,000-
10,000 Frontier Corpsmen and 750 DSG men, who were already presentinthe
region, 300 army troopsaong with artillery and helicopter gunshipswere moved
to thearea. Also, between 3,000 and 4,000 rangerswere deployed just outside
theareaon the Sindh, Punjab border.®

Theviolencesaw two dozen troopsbeing killed and disruptionin gassupplies
tomajor industrial unitsin Punjab and Sindh, forcing the government to send
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thousands of troops supported by helicopter gunshipsto put down the Bugti and
Marri tribesmen. The conflict was painted as standard sardari * mischief’ by the
government. But thefactswere quite different and alarming.? It took morethan
seven daysto restore suppliesto their normal level. Theamount of disruption
caused to the Pakistani economy and thelife of urban Pakistaniscan easily be
visualised, as gasfrom the Sui fields meets 43 per cent of theindustrial and
domestic consumer demand in Pakistan. The government even considered
dislodging the Baloch population from Sui and securing the gas plants and
installations. Baloch nationdists, however, warned that such actionwould lead to
retaliatory movement that would engulf entire Bal ochistan. They dsodleged that
themilitary rulerswere using the damageto the Sui gasingtallation asan umbrella
for launching amilitary operation to ensure compl etion of anti-Ba och megaprojects
and establishment of cantonmentsin different areasto exploit provincia resources
without any resistance.?” They threatened that if military operationswereinitiated,
the gascompression and preci pitation plantsat Sui could be attacked and destroyed
with disastrous consequences.®

After the January incidents, an uneasy truce cameto prevail inthe Bugti lands,
with governmental agenciesblaming Nawab Akbar Khan Bugti for theincidents.
Themediawasfed with storiesasto how the Nawal'slavish lifestylewasbeing
financed by the PPL. Despitethis, however, the next two months saw sporadic
casesof violencethroughout Balochistan and in areasadjoining it. Rail tracksand
power gridswerethemain targets. The Bal ochistan secretariat buildingin Quetta
wasal so attacked twicewithin amonth.? Following this, the government decided
that trainswould not run in the province after sunset given thetensesituationin
DeraBugti and the surrounding region. The period saw tribesmen occupying
positionsinthehillswhilemilitary build up continued in DeraBugti and Sui.

Thetenuous peace was broken on March 17, when army personnel stopped
aBugti tribesman outside DeraBugti and tried to disarm him. Following this, the
FC men and tribesmen, who were already in astand off position since January,
resumed firing rockets and mortars at each other’s positions, aswell asat the
civilian population. A number of shellshit Nawab Bugti’sresidential complex and
the surrounding Hindu Mohalla. Theday-long shelling claimed 60 lives, including
those of 33 Hindus and eight FC men. Over 100 peoplewereinjured and large
number of housesand temples severely damaged.® It appeared asif the security
forceswanted to eliminate Nawab Bugti. It seemed that President Musharraf
thought “theshock and awe’ that he seemingly believeshisArmy exudesin Pakistan
wouldterrorise Bugti into blinking. But instead, theworld saw Musharraf blinking
and sending hispolitical arminto thefray to broker aceasefire.®! During heavy
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shdling, it wasthe FC that announced ceasefire severd times, but the Bugtisignored
al cdls. Theceasefireeventudly cameinto effect following indirect negotiations
with Nawab Bugti’ snephew. Both s desagreed to alow freemovement to evacuate
theinjured and bury thedead. They dso agreed toreturnto their previouspositions.

I nsurgent Tactics

TheBLA isthe main force spearheading insurgency in Balochistan. The
governmentinitialy ingsted that thisorganisation did not exist in actua terms. But
after the bomb blast in Quettain December 2004, Bal ochistan Chief Minister Jam
Mohammad Yousaf for the first time said that this organisation did exist.®
Unconfirmed reportsindicatethat it is NawabzadaBalaach Marri, the M oscow-
educated son of NawabzadaMarri, whoisleading thelatest insurgency. Theelder
Marri had played animportant part in the armed uprising in the 1970sthat was
eventually crushed with brute military force. Theroleof theloosely knit BLA,
which cropped up in the 1980s asapro-Soviet militant organisation, isunclear.
Marri tribesmen are believed to compriseits backbone and have recently been
joined by membersfrom other tribes.* The organisation claimsitscommitment to
carving out agresater, independent  Baochistan’, incorporating landin Afghanistan,
Iran and Pakistan. The BLA isthought to be behind most of the dozen or more
rocket-firingincidentsover thelast year in Quetta. The attacksmerited only brief
mentionsinthepress, and did not apparently inspireany effort to better understand
theoverdl stuation, especially in eastern Bal ochistan—the stronghol d of themost
powerful Baochtribes

Theinsurgentsrealisethat despitetheir relatively small strength, their biggest
asset isthe arid and inhospitable terrain and climate of Balochistan. In 1893,
Britishwarrior John Jacob had described itshostile nature:

Theheat inthis part of theworld is more deadly than the sword of ahuman enemy.
Theplaceisremarkablefor itsdust stormsof almost incredible violence and density.
They occur frequently at all seasons of the year, sometimes changing the light of
midday to an intensity of darkness to which no ordinary night ever approaches,
and this darkness in severe storms lasts occasionally for one, two or more hours.
These dust-storms on both sides of the desert are some times accompanied by
blasts of the simoon, a poisonous wind which is equally destructive to vegetables
andanimal life.®

Climaticdly, Baochiganfalsunder hyper-aridto arid climatic conditions. The
ranfdl ishighly erraticandirregular with mean annud rainfal varyingfrom50 mm
in the South and West to 350 mm in the East.*® Pakistani security forces are

The Revival of Insurgency in Balochistan 255



neither familiar with theterrain nor comfortablewith the climate and depend upon
tenuous communication linkswith other provincesfor their sustenance.

Theinsurgent tactic, therefore, hasmainly beento attack communicationlinks
and developmental activity, and target Pakistanisand foreignersinvolved inmagjor
projects.* They haveattacked e ectricity pylons, sub stations, telephoneexchanges,
gaspipelinesandrailway lines. In carrying out these attacks, theaim hasnot been
tokill civilian population but to disrupt communication links of the statewith the
rest of Pakistan and to damagetheinfrastructure. Liketheinsurgency in 1973,
BLA actionsappear to beaimed at delinking Balochistan from other provinces.
Some of these attacks have al so been carried out in areas adjoining Bal ochistan.
In addition, stray attacks have been carried out on government buildings and
cantonmentsto gain publicity. Theseattacksare aimed at creating apsychological
impact on the agents of the state. Some ambushes have a so been carried out on
high-profilegovernment officia svisiting the Baloch hinterland. Thetargeting of
Chinese nationa sinvolvedin the Gwadar Project in May 2004 wasthemost high
profileact and had the desired effect. Thefact that thefirst phase of the Gwadar
Project was not inaugurated during Wen JiaBao'srecent visit to Pakistan can be
attributed both to thedelay dueto disruption of work and security concerns about
the Chinese Premier’svisit.

Barring thetwo incidentsin Sui and DeraBugti, wheretribesmenduginto
facethetroops, insurgents have generally avoided taking on the security forces
head on. Thetargetshave been sdlected carefully and the weapons appropriately
selected. Theinsurgents seem to have abig stockpile of weaponsas can be seen
fromthefact that morethan 650 rocketswerefired during 2004* and despitethat
they had adequate reservesto dig in and be prepared to face the security forces
for aprotracted war. Theinsurgents have a so been prompt in taking credit for the
actsof violenceand BLA spokesmen have been prompt in contacting the media
and propagating their views. They haveinvariably claimed that they will continue
their strugglefor securing therightsof the Baloch nation and have expressed their
grief over collatera civilian casuaties. Their actionsindicateavery highleve of
understanding of military craft, epecidly psychologica operations. They understand
that the Balochssimply do not have the numbersto take onthearmy inafrontal
attack and appreciate that their most potent weapons are the hostile arid
mountai nousterrain of Bal ochistan andloca support.

They aso know that asthe number of Baloch in the overall popul ation of
Pakistanisminiscule, they will not beabletowin against amuch larger army. They
have, therefore, cemented aspecial alliancewith Sindhi nationalistsfor alarger
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causeagaingt thefederation.® The acceptance of responsibility for the Hyderabad
bomb blast by the Sindh Liberation Front isan indicator of thingsto come. After
the January incident at Sui, when aSindhi lady doctor wasraped, Nawab Bugti
said with the purpose of motivating the Sindhisthat, “ The Sindhis should have
raised their voice morethan usagainst therape but they are, unfortunately, silent.”
Hefurther went onto say, “No Sindhi hasraised hisvoice against therape. Sorry
tosay, | don’t appedl to dead people.”*° Certain other political elementsareaso
rallying behind the Baloch to gain political mileage for their own separatist
movementsor their sruggleagaing thefederation.” BesdesSindhis, Altaf Hussain,
theleader of MQM, hascome out strongly in support of Baloch nationaistsand
haspledged Mohgjirs support to them. He al so threatened that the M QM would
walk out of the government if any Army operation waslaunched in Balochistan.
Ba ochleadershavelauded the M QM announcement for being “timely” andthe
first of itskind by any magjor politico-nationdist party.*

Theinsurgents have even been ableto attack the main gaspipelinein the heart
of Punjab near Pattoki, thereby indicating that thefireignited in Balochistanis
spreading. It has broadened the scope of the conflict aswell asitstoll. TheBLA
anditsalliesarenow challenging thewrit of the statein areaswhereit isnot too
soft. They have been successful asfar asexecuting their plan goesandtheir actions
are creating a sense of insecurity among the people and shattering whatever
confidence existsthat the statewill provide them security and protection. They
havehighlighted their reach by selecting targetsof their choosing, whilst reflecting
thefailure of the security and intelligence machinery to preempt and apprehend
them. Thefact that they arefighting the state and not the peopleisevident by the
choiceof targets, for exampl e gas pipelines, that cause public panic aswell as
register the BLA'scapacity to strike. The purposedoesnot seemtokill but to only
hurt.*

Causesof Insurgency

ThePakigtani ditehasrather smplisticaly attributed thetriggering of violence
inBadochistanto mainly twofactors- first thergection of nationdist partiesinthe
last elections and their consequent removal from power; and secondly, the
apprehension of thefeudal lordsthat the megadevel opmental projectswould
expose the population to the outside world and thereby weaken their hold on
them. However, acareful anaysisof the eventsshowsthat thereisadeep-rooted
aienation of the Baoch population. In addition, despitethe support of thesardars,
the Ba och insurgent movement isled by the urbanised, educated youth influenced
by Marxist thinking, who have been receiving support acrossthetriba divide. Itis
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pertinent to note that out of 250-odd Baloch sardars, only three - Akbar Khan
Bugti, Khair Bux Marri and AtaullahMengd - have been oppos ng thegovernment
inrecent times. The Baoch, cutting acrosstribal barriers, have certain genuine
grievances. Asfar asBaoch grievancesare concerned, ethnicity intertwined with
asenseof political isolation and relative economic deprivation continuesto bea
potent forcein evoking Bal och mobilisation. Such afedingismoreintenseamongst
the Balochs as compared to other ethnic groupsin Pakistan for historical and
€C0oN0MiC reasons.

Oneof themain causes of insurgency hasbeen the perception that theBaloch
have been denied representation inthegovernment. Thereare scarcely any Baloch
personnel inthe Pakistani army, civil service, or diplomatic corps. In 2002, out of
atotd of 14 provincial government secretariesin Quetta, only four were Baloch
of atotd of 3,200 studentsat Bal ochistan University, fewer than 50 were Baloch;
of atotal of 180 faculty members, only 30 were Baloch.** According to Baloch
MPAbdul Rauf Mengal, ason March 2005, there were very few government
sarvantsfrom Ba ochistanin ld amabad and not asingleBaochinforeign missions
abroad.* Bal ochistan continuesto be grossly under representedin all theorgans
of the Pakistani State and even most of the provincia jobsare held by outsiders.
Asaresult, peoplefindit difficult toidentify themsel veswith thegovernment. The
government and itsorgansare, therefore, perceived asalienslording over Baloch
territory.

Thenthereisthe case of perceived economic exploitation by I|dlamabad, for
the Baloch fed that their natural assetsare being exploited without giving them
anythinginreturn. A caseinpointisSui gas, whichisbeing suppliedtoamost all
households and industries across Paki stan, except in Bal ochistan. Even today,
only 6 per cent of Bal ochistan’ spopulation hasagas connection. Ironically, these
connections came adecade after gashad been supplied all over Pakistan. Infact,
had the Ziaregime not decided to set up an army corps headquartersin Quetta,
therewould still be no gas suppliesto peoplethere.®

TheBaoch dsofear that they arebeing marginalised intheir own provinceby
therisinginflux of Pakhtoon and other Pakistanis. Theinflux of alarge number of
Afghanrefugeesof Pakhtoon origin hascreated an abrupt and disruptiveimbalance
inthenumerica strength of thetwo communities.” Already, the Northern Digtricts
areoverwhelmingly Pakhtoon. Thisfeding of being reducedtoaminority hasaso
led them to oppose the mega proj ects being undertaken in Bal ochistan, asthey
perceivethat thesewill not result in greater economic opportunitiesfor them but
will beused by outsidersto colonisetheir land and reducethemto aminority. The
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project that has caused maximum heartburn is Gwadar Port as the Pakistani
establishment has been propagating that it will beanother Karachi. Also Gwadar
isbeing connected to Karachi but has not been connected through Turbat, Panjgur
and Khuzdar to Quetta; asaresult, therest of the provincewill not derive any
benefit from these projects. Thishas made the peoplerestive and they feel that
they are being converted into alandlocked province despite having thelongest
coastlineinthe country.®

Absence of genuinefederalism and thelack of any worthwhiledecision-
making powers with the provincial government under the current military
dispensation have accentuated theaienation of the population. Within Pakistan,
poverty and unemployment isthemaximumin Baochistan. According tothelatest
census, the unemployment ratein Bal ochistan was 33.48 per cent, asagainst the
overal unemployment ratio of 19 per cent for entire Pakistan.*

External I nvolvement

Aninsurgency of this magnitude cannot |ast without some amount of
foreign support. Inteligenceagenciesin |d amabad and government circlesin Quetta
estimatethe monthly expensesof BLA'soperationsto be Rs40-90 million.* The
Urdu pressvisuaisestheinsurgency to beacongpiracy amed a making Ba ochistan
secede from the federation, with the motive being the huge oil reservesthat are
likely to be discoveredinthe province. External powerswant thisresourceto be
governed by an independent Bal ochi stan rather than Pakistan.® “ The presence of
externa influencesin Balochistanisno hidden secret. The BLA inlargepart has
been funded by external interestswho have sought to maintain some clout inthe
affairsof the province.” > Themembersof the BL A appear to bewel|l-trained, and
the selection of targetsindicatesthat they understand their tactical and strategic
amsquiteclearly. They aso gppear to beeverywhereand seemto have an effective
communication network. All thesetend to indicate that at |east acoregroup, if not
alarger number of BLA members, hasbeen trained by personswell versedin
military matters. Asthereareunlikely to be BLA sympathisersin Pakistani Army,
theobviousinterpretationisthat military training to BLA isbeingimparted by
foreigners. Moreover, theweapons being used by the BLA areRussianin origin
and arenot held by Pakistani Army.

According to aprominent commentator who represents the establishment
views, Shireen Mazari, Director General of the Institute of Strategic Studies,
Idamabad: “ A pattern can be discerned which pointsto adeliberate targeting of
communication syssemsand nationa assets, impacting thecountry acrossprovincia
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boundaries. With more sophisticated explosives, which demonstrate agreater
accessto externa sourcesof weaponsand money, the so-called BLA hasmoved
away from targeting soft civil society targetsto installations, military set-upsand
communication links. Theactsof sabotage are clearly not random but have careful
planning behind them—aswell asacertainlevel of technical sophistication. And,
of course, thereisthevery important financial aspect. All theseindicatorsprove
the strong external linkagesto what ishappening in Bal ochistan.”* According to
AyeshaSiddiga, afellow at the\Woodrow Wilson Internationa Centre, Washington
DC, “Thefirecould be stoked by the Indians, possibly Iranians. Thereareeven
rumoursof Americanintelligence operatingin Balochistan.”*

If an externa power isinvolved, then who can that power be? The countries
contiguousto Balochistan arelran and Afghanistan. The BLA hasnever beenin
short supply of sophisticated armsand ammunition, and possessesalarge quantity
of rocketsand rocket launchers. The question arisesfrom where doesit get these
suppliesof armsand ammunition? The most probable source of armament supplies
appearsto beAfghanistan. Intheearly 1970s, when Bhutto wasforced to launch
military operationsin Balochistan, Afghanistan wasthe sole source of armsand
ammunitionsfor theinsurgents. However, today President Hamid Karza hasneither
any reason nor any resourcesto stir troublein Ba ochistan. Secondly, theAmerican
presenceinAfghanistanwill not dlow thegovernment toindulgein activitiesopposed
toitspolicies.® Asregards Tehran, |damabad believesthat Iranisan opponent of
Gwadar port becausethisproject would competewith Iran’snewly built Chahbahar
Port on Bal ochistan coast™ being built by Indiato emerge asagateway to Centra
Asa Pakigani intdligenceagendiesbdievethat Iranand Indiaareproviding financid
support and armstoinsurgents, asthey are not happy with the construction of the
Gwadar port.>” Thisseemsquite unlikely aslran also hasasubstantial Baloch
population — the Seistan provinceis primarily inhabited by the Baloch. Any
insurgency that espousesthe cause of aBal och homeland isbound to generate
unrestin Balochinhabited areasin Iran. Thisisexactly thereason why the Shah of
Iran went out of hisway to provide military support to Pakistan during the last
insurgency inBaochigtan.

Predictably, some Pakistani politiciansand journalistshaveyet again
blamed I ndiaastheforcebehind thisinsurgency. Ba ochistan Chief Minister stated
that RAW wasrunning at |least 40 campsinthe province. They alsofedl that with
an Indian presence on the Pak-Afghan border and in Zahidan, asexplained earlier,
the opportunitiesfor sponsoring low intensity conflict havemultiplied for India®®
However, thefact remainsthat not asingle Indian agent hasbeen arrested, even
though the Pakistani mediahasbeenrather lavishin ascribing enormous capabilities
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toIndianintelligence agencies. Moreover, I ndiadoesnot have acontiguous border
with Bal ochistan and therefore cannot supply heavy armsthat are being used by
BLA. Not asingle arms consignment has ever been apprehended either onthe
Sindh border or the Makaran coast. Moreover at atimewhen Indo-Pak relations
are on the upswing and the region islooking forward to aperiod of sustained
growth and closer economicintegration, itisfar fetched to blameIndiafor the
troublein Balochistan.

TheRussian origin of thewegponsbeing used by BLA hasled somepeoplein
Pakistan to specul ate about aRussian hand. Their familiarity with Balochistan on
account of their involvement with the previousinsurgency, and the reportsthat
they are peeved with Pakistan for humiliating them in Afghanistan and for the
widespread support to Chechen rebels, may lend some credenceto thisspecul ation.
A Central Asan website hasreported the presence of Soviet eraagentsinvolved
inBdochigtan, previoudy, running campsinAfghanisian and Balochiganincollusion
with Indiaandthe US.*® However, Russaistoo preoccupied withitsown problems
and problemsinitsbackyard to sparetime and resourcesfor stirring troublein
remote Bal ochistan, which haslost its strategic significance for them with the
disintegration of USSR. Also, it isinconceivablethat the USwould allow Russa
to run such campsin Afghanistan. Theinvolvement of certainindividualswith
previousexperiencein Baochistan, however, cannot beruled out. Butindividuas
by themselves can hardly have the resourcesto trigger an insurgency of this
magnitude.

That brings us to the possibility of the involvement of the US, the sole
superpower, which istoday occupying Afghanistan and has direct accessto
Balochistan. Asacursory thought, it would appear preposterous that the US
could gtir troubleinside Pakistan. After dl, itistheir primealy intheir fight against
Talibanand Al Qaida. However, according to leading Pakistani English magazine,
TheHerald, theUStopsthelist of possible sourcesof BLA'sfunding asit “ may
want to put adamper on growing Chinese presencein Bal ochistan.”® A massive
amount of cashisreportedly flowingintotheinsurgents camps. American defence
contractors—ageneric term applicabl e to Pentagon operativesin civvies, CIA
foot soldiers, instigatorsin double-disguise, fortune hunters, rehired ex-soldiers
and fredancers—arereportedly playing abig part in shifting loads of money from
Afghanistan to Balochistan.®* To suddenly have a strategic port at Gwadar,
uncomfortably closetothemain USoverseasbaseinthe Gulf, to which Chinawill
have access, a so gppearsto be an unacceptablenotion for the US. %2 Interestingly,
Gwadar, afuture Chinese naval baseand acity that will turnthe Balochinto a
minority intheir own province, isathorn both for theBaloch andtheUS. Itisa
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deadly convergence of interestsin adelicate geopolitical context.® Aslong as
Bal ochistan remainsunstable and thelaw and order situation remainsuncertain,
Gwadar’strue potential cannot be realised. The Chinese may be compelled to
take asecond look at their growing economic commitment in Pakistan.% Also as
long asBa ochistan remainsdisturbed, the Iran-Indiaoil pipelinecannot materidise.
TheUShasnot hidden itsdiscomfort with the proposed pipeline. With the collgpse
of the Soviet Union, Ba ochistan’simportance hasincreased intheeyesof theUS,
asthearealiesa ong the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman, two most strategic
pointsfor the US military inthe Persian Gulf. Therecent US-Iran dispute has
further increased the geographical importance of Balochistanintheeyesof US
policymakers. Moreover, as stated earlier, the Chinese presencein Gwadar isa
matter of anxiety for the US, asit doesn’t want Chinato be anywhere near its
military basesinthe Gulf area.®

Thereisalso aneed to anadysetheimplicationsof asovereign Baochistan. It
will providetheideal gateway to Afghanistan and Central Asia, and precludethe
requirement of depending on Pakistan or Iran for accessto Central Asia. It will
aso cut Iranto sizewithout having to gofor aninternationally unpopular war with
it. Thesearein USinterestsand in any case Baloch nationalistsarenot Idamigts,
they areleft-leaning secularists. TheBaochin generad arenot very slaunchinthelr
religious practices and the resurgence of Baloch nationalists has started the
margindisation of theMMA, whichisin power in Balochistan and hasasignificant
support baseamongst Pakhtoonsin Ba ochistan. Thus, therisng Baoch nationaism
hasgtarted rolling back Taliban and fundamentalist influencein Balochistan. Thisis
an exigency that would befavourableto the US. Itisnot to suggest that USwants
to createasovereign Balochistan - it possibly wantsto keep that option open, in
casefutureregimesin Pakistan are not so pliant. USAmbassador to Pakistan
Ryan Crocker’smeeting with Baloch nationalistson February 14, 2005, in Karachi
assumesimportanceinthiscontext.%

Pakigtani analystsopinethat for theUS, Ba ochingability isfar morepreferable
to astable and economically booming Bal ochistan with its strategic location —
especidly sincethelatter will have apostive economic fallout for neighbouring
Iran.®” It will suit the USto aggravate Pakistan-Iran relations by planting rumours
that Iranisinvolved in the Bal ochistan violence, thereby compelling Pakistan to
seal the Pakistan-Iran border. Asthe USrhetoric against Iran hasincreased in
belligerency, the actsof sabotagein Ba ochistan haveincreased in frequency and
intensity.%® According to Shireen Mazari, “For the US, thereisamuch wider
context to what ishappening in Balochistan. Breaking up larger Mudlim states,
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redrawing borders between some of them, creating new political entities—all
thesearepart of the new strategic game plan. In Pakistan’scontext, it isimportant
toremember that theAfghan dectionsreved ed aclear ethnic split and that targeting
Iran also includes seeking opportunities to encourage old notions of Greater
Baochistan.”® The new US agendacould include the creation of aKurd statein
Irag, notwithstanding the oppositionfromitsally - Turkey. If itisextended tothe
creation of anew Baoch state, it should not beasurprise. Anindependent Baloch
state will give the US an excellent base, which can replace/supplement both
Afghanistan and Pakistan. It will beaclean corridor for the USfromthe Indian
Oceantill Central Asiafor pipelines, with no problem clientslikethe Pakhtoon,
Taliban or the Pakistani military junta.”

Conclusion

Sporadic cases of violence continue acrossthe entirelength and breadth of
Baochistan. The Gwadar port, Mirani dam, and government buildings have been
targeted besidescommunication linksand gas pipelinesthat have been hit by the
insurgentswith alarming regul arity. Security forceshaveraided someBaochliving
inKarachi and Quettaand claimed to haverecovered alarge cache of armsfrom
Marri camp in Quetta. Political attemptsto negotiate have cometo anought,
though the parliamentary committee on Bal ochistan has recommended ahefty
economic packagefor the provincebut thenationdigtsarefirm onther two demands
namely, halting the construction of three new cantonmentsin Bal ochistan and
handing over the Gwadar port and itsdevel opment to the provincia government.

It would be misleading to consider theincidents at Dera Bugti and Sui as
distinct from other eventsin Balochistan. Thefighting against the security forces
around Sui and DeraBugti hasbeenlargely carried out by Bugti tribesmen, asis
borne out by the control that was exercised by Nawab Bugti on the tribesmen.
But the BLA'sinvolvement hasalso been clearly evident. Infact, an organisation
caled Baoch Liberation Front (BLF) claimed respongbility for thefiringsonthe
Sui gasplant. Nawab Bugti hasclaimedthat BLA, BLF and BPLF aredifferent
organisations, but they appear to be one and the same organisation or at best
threeclosely allied organisations. Their men are suspected to be manning the
positionsonthe hillssurrounding theregion. Itislikely that thefiring of Russian
made rockets and mortars has been coordinated by these three groups. Nawab
Bugti aswell asNawab Khair Bux Marri and Sardar Ataullah Mengal have not
hidden their sympathies and support for the BLA. Their articul ationsof Baloch
demandsand negotiationsindicatethat they haveinfluencewiththe BLA, but they
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may not control thisorganisation. “ Thisiswhy anti-1damabad Baloch leadersare
not prepared to take responsibility for the actionsof BLA even asthey secretly
urgeit towagewar against theexterna ‘ occupying’ power.”

If theviolencein Ba ochistanintensifies, the Pakistani army will definitely be
sucked into awar that will fester and bleed Pakistan. According to awell-known
Pakistani journdist Ayaz Amir, “Whilethereisno comparison between thearmy
and the Bugtis, taking onthemwould be no teaparty. You can bet they will taketo
thehills, thus creating another South Waziristan for thearmy.” 2 With the mullahs
having identified Musharraf asaprimetarget asaBush nominee, the sands of
Baochistan will serveto bring the Pakistan Army to ahostile environment where
tanksand APCswill belessuseful thanthey areinlrag. Thelatest threat isfrom
the suicide bomber. Pakistani Army has been trained to fight thetraditional war.
Thesuicidebomber isnot new for them, but hasbeen used by them against others
—theso-cdledinfidds. Troopswill findit difficult to understand the cross-labelling.
According to columnist Fakir SAyazuddin, “ Thereisthe possibility that asituation
could devel op whereby al thesefronts could open up and wewould be on hunt
and attack missionsin al these areas. To seeIndiableed in Kashmir, theUSin
Afghanistan and now in Irag makesfor aspectacleon CNN. But if Pakistan were
tofinditself in such asituation, it would beadisaster. Pakistan doesnot havethe
staying power of theUSor India, and so thethinkersin Idamabad must bereined
inlest they lead usinto yet another debacle. They would bewell advised toread
the Hamoodur Rahman Commission report, which pointsto the mindset that |ost
ushalf thecountry.” 3

Thepolitica developmentsin Ba ochistanindicatethat | damabad hasnot learnt
any lessonsfrom the past. To start with, the Baloch have aproblem, not of their
own making, but that has been thrust upon them —the economic deprivation and
political aienation of itspeople. They have beenrobbed of their natural resources
andwithout substantial industria investment. TheBa och likeother smaler ethnic
groups perceive Punjabi hegemony asasingleimportant factor in perpetuating
interna coloniaism. Idamabad isplaying adangerousgamein exercising power,
with acolonia mindset that believesin the use of bruteforceto brow beat the
Baloch into submission. Thistactic hasnot worked asthe continuing violencein
the province suggests. The emergence of Bangladesh dueto the use of brute state
power iscasein point and | slamabad does not seem to have learnt any lesson
fromthepast. Inthiscontext Mengd’sremark, “ Thisisnot the 70s” isprophetic.
Today, the Pakistanis, whether Baloch or otherwise, isbetter armed than ever
before. Along with hardcore economic issues, strong emotionsexist based on
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ethno-cultura identity. If theissueisnot dealt with prudently, it may not belong
before an epitaph of the Pakistan nation iswrittenin Bal ochi blood.
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