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India and the African countries share a close, historical and 

multifaceted relationship. The India–Africa defence and security 

partnership has evolved in recent years. It is embedded in shared 

values, principles of equality and commitment to peace, security, 

stability and prosperity. The foundation of India–Africa defence 

relations is based on the two guiding principles namely ‘SAGAR’, 

‘Security and Growth for All in the Region’ and ‘Vasudhaiva 

Kutumbakam’, ‘The World is One Family’. India’s approach 

towards Africa is guided by the Kampala Principles enunciated by 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in 2018.   

Over the decades, defence ties have intensified as India and Africa face a plethora of common 

security challenges like piracy, drug trafficking, illegal fishing, terrorism, insurgency, violent 

extremism and conflicts. India’s defence engagements with the African countries rest on 

African priorities and include providing training, military equipment; counter-insurgency and 

counter-terrorism training, technical assistance in the maritime sphere; joint exercises and 

friendly port visits; and collaborative efforts to build inclusive dialogue platforms.  

Some significant developments in the recent past include the first-ever India–Africa Defence 

Ministers’ Conclave (IADMC) held in conjunction with DefExpo in February 2020, which 

led to the adoption of the ‘Lucknow Declaration’. Subsequently, the India–Africa Defence 

Dialogue (IADD) during DefExpos has been institutionalised, to be held once every two 

years. The second IADD was held in October 2022, following which the ‘Gandhinagar 

Declaration’ has been adopted.  

Considering these developments and the growing potential for a mutually beneficial defence 

partnership between India and Africa, the Journal of Defence Studies, a peer-reviewed 

journal of MP-IDSA, intends to bring out a special issue on “India–Africa Defence 

Cooperation”, and is inviting contributions for the same. The special issue endeavours to 

explore and examine the existing common security challenges faced by India and Africa, the 

various dimensions of India–Africa defence cooperation and scope for new areas of 

cooperation in the defence and security sector.  

  



Topics of interest: 

 Defence Cooperation (regional or country-specific) 

 Training/Capacity-building 

 Common Maritime Security Threats 

 Impact of the Pandemic on India–Africa Defence and Security Ties 

 UN Peacekeeping Operations: Challenges and Prospects (country-specific, e.g., 

Democratic Republic of Congo) 

 Evolving Threat of Terrorism and Terror Finance 

 Defence Industry Cooperation 

 

 

 

  

Submission:  

Contributors may submit an abstract of about 200–300 words to the Associate 

Editor, Journal of Defence Studies at jds.mpidsa@gov.in latest by 15 January 

2023. The deadline for submission of articles/commentaries/opinion pieces is 31 

March 2023.  

 

A full-length analytical article should be in the range of 4,000–8,000 words; the 

word count range for a commentary/opinion piece is 2,000–3,000 words. The 

contributions will be double-blind peer-reviewed following the journal’s standard 

review process, and an honorarium will be paid for the selected articles in keeping 

with our usual practices.  

Submission Guidelines and more details about the journal are available at 

https://www.idsa.in/journalofdefencestudies.  

 

In case of any queries, contact: 

Ms Madhavi Ratnaparkhi 

Associate Editor, Journal of Defence Studies, MP-IDSA  

New Delhi-110010 

Email: jds.mpidsa@gov.in; Landline: +91-11-26717983 (Extn: 7231) 

 

 

mailto:jds.mpidsa@gov.in
https://www.idsa.in/journalofdefencestudies
mailto:jds.mpidsa@gov.in


Guidelines for Contributors 
(JDS Special Issue: INDIA–AFRICA DEFENCE COOPERATION) 

 
Submission of Abstracts (200–300 words) latest by 15 January 2023. 

Manuscript submission: Articles ranging between 4,000 and 8,000 words and 

commentaries/perspective pieces of about 2,000–3,000 words may be sent to the Associate 

Editor, Journal of Defence Studies at jds.mpidsa@gov.in latest by 31 March 2023.  

 

Format 

  
1. Manuscripts need to be submitted in MS Word format (2003/2007/newer versions). 

The text (including notes) should be typed in Times New Roman, 12 pt with 1.5 line 

spacing and standard margins. 

2. An abstract of about 100–150 words and 5–6 keywords should be provided in the 

articles. 

3. British spellings with ‘s’ variant should be used, i.e., ‘ analyse’, ‘organise’, 

‘specialisation’, ‘labour’, etc.  

4. Single quotation marks should be used consistently and use double quotation 

marks for indicating quoted matter within quotations. 

5. Tables/Figures/Maps/Images should be numbered sequentially, with appropriate 

captions, source details and call-outs in the text. 

 

References 

All citations/references to others’ works should be clearly mentioned in the notes 

(footnotes), with a corresponding note cue in the text. The format is mentioned below.  

Book: Liang Zhang, Andrew J. Nathan, Perry Link and Orville Schell, The Tiananmen 

Papers: The Chinese Leadership’s Decision to Use Force Against their Own People—In Their 

Own Words, Public Affairs, New York, 2001. 

 

Edited Volume: Ashley Tellis, Mercy Kuo and Andrew Marble (eds), Strategic Asia 2008–

09: Challenges and Choices, National Bureau of Asian Research, Seattle, 2008. 

 

Chapter in an Edited Volume: T. Jayaraman, Tejal Kanitkar and Mario D’Souza, ‘Equity 

and Burden Sharing in Emission Scenarios: A Carbon Budget’, in Navroz Dubash (ed.), 

Handbook of Climate Change and India: Development, Politics and Governance, Oxford 

University Press, New Delhi, 2012, pp. 140–46. 

 

Journal Article: Arthur A. Stein, ‘Coordination and Collaboration: Regimes in an Anarchic 

World’, International Organization, Vol. 36, No. 2, 1982, pp. 99–114. 

 

Web Reference: Vladimir Radyuhin, ‘INS Vikramaditya Begins Sea Trials’, The Hindu, 8 

June 2012, available at 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/international/article3503982.ece, accessed on 8 June 

2012. 
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