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There was a time when 
Asia was the promised 
land for the whole-

world, and India and China 
were the jewels in the crown. 
Things seem to be coming a 
full circle with Asia regain-
ing its glory and India and 
China, yet again, joining the 
group of economies perform-
ing well. China is emphatical-
ly claiming to enjoy the fruits 
of its bolstered economy and 
so are Russia, Japan, India, 
South Korea, Vietnam and 
other Asian countries. 

Having said that, Asia still 
faces a lot of hurdles. The 
continent is plagued by ter-
rorism and instability, which 
is further complicated by 
natural calamities and issues 
of energy, water and over  
population. Towards a New 
Asian Order is one of the 
first attempts to identify and 
present in an organised man-
ner the issues that beset the 
continent. 

This book is a collection 
of papers written by emi-
nent scholars and experts 
on the various aspects and 
facets encompassing Asia, 
edited by Dr Ali Ahmed, Dr 
Jagannath P. Panda and Dr 
Prashant K. Singh, all three 
associated with the Institute 
for Defence Studies and 
Analysis, New Delhi. 

It has become imperative 
to find the tools for mutual 

The book quiTe 
righTly poinTs ouT 
ThaT The fuTure 
TrajecTory of asia 
is going To depend 
on how asian 
socieTies confronT 
Their respecTive 
socio-poliTical 
dilemmas

growth for the collective 
development of Asia. The 
twentieth century saw two 
world wars and India for one 
has had to deal with three 
full-fledged wars and some 
major conflicts like the one 
in Kargil. The weaponry 
used have become increas-
ingly sophisticated and with 
the growing arsenal with 
each country, some form of 
mutual understanding has 
become the need of the hour. 
The book aims to ‘survey 
existing capacities against 
possibilities’, quite rightly 
pointing out that the future 
trajectory of Asia is going to 
depend on how the  Asian 
societies confront their 
respective socio-political 
dilemmas.

The book is divided into 
five sections, encompassing 
theory, the rising China, re-
gional snapshots, the security 
ambit and the last one dedi-
cated to issues pertaining to 
India. Section two, dealing 

with the rise of both India 
and China under the ambit of 
‘Changing Geopolitics of Asia 
and the Contending Perspec-
tives’ makes for an interesting 
read. What makes the issues 
picked up by the experts and 
specialists interesting is the 
spectrum. While the rise of 
China and India is dealt well, 
the other sections have ex-
plored the parameters of the 
US, Japan, Taiwan. The con-
tending paradigms include 
geopolitics, geo-economics 
and geo-civilisations. The 
essence has been put well, 
‘although China’s political 
system remains authoritarian 
by nature, the leaders have 
become more responsive to 
the growing nationalistic sen-
timents in society.’

While the global presence 
of Russia has dwindled, it 
can in no way be overlooked 
in a discussion on Asia. 
Alexander Lukin points out 
that Russia’s role in Asia and 
the Pacific has been largely 
overlooked since the end of 
the Cold War which has  
undergone tremendous 
changes since 15 years. The 
cluster of writers has picked 
up ideas and has very lucidly 
built up the issues. For a 
reader, the book not only 
provides a better perception 
but also adds to the various 
facets which otherwise may 
get overlooked as being part 

of humanitarian and disaster 
issues. 

Section Four is fully de-
voted to issues like Technol-
ogy, Security and State De-
velopment in East Asia and 
India, Energy Security and 
Asian Regional Architecture, 
Towards an Architecture of 
a Global Disasters Manage-
ment Regime, The Geopoli-
tics of Himalayan-Tibetan 
Glacier Melt and Hima-
layan Hydrology and Hydro 
politics. Energy security has 
gained importance over the 
years. Professor Xia Liping of 
Tongi University in Shanghai 
has pointed out that in the 
contemporary world, major 
challenges to security come 
more from non-traditional 
security problems, which 
include terrorism, piracy, 
environmental pollution, 
global warming, shortage of 
energy, population explosion, 
drug trafficking, international 
crime, HIV/AIDS and so on. 

The importance of the is-
sue can be understood from 
the fact that China imports 
more than half of its crude 
oil which is as high as up to 
three-fourth of its need. The 
issue has been dealt with 
very well, not just mention-
ing various arrangements 
and developments but also 
talking about the remedies 
and the available solutions to 
decrease the dependence on 
traditional energy sources.

The chapters have been 
edited and placed in a logical 
structure to present continu-
ity and retain the reader’s 
interest. It definitely will be 
of interest to scholars and 
analysts. It can be of help to 
anyone who wishes to under-
stand the dynamics of Asia 
which in no way can be com-
plete without the thorough 
screening and analysis of the 
US factor. Here, too, the book 
doesn’t fall short.

Mayank Singh

]]Ali Ahmed, Jagannath P.Panda and Prashant K.Singh
IDSA/Shipra Publications   

ediTion: Hardcover
isbn:978-81-7541-615-4

pages:  390       
price: Rs 995

Towards a new asian order

AsiA’s return 
to glory

the sunday indian 57 13 may 2012

b o o k  r e v i e w


