Spe=ch by Shri J.R.D, Taba at the
foundation stone laying ceremony

Mr. J.R.D. Tata:
Mr, Prime Minister, Mr. Chief Minister, ladies and Gentlemen,
this is my brief but very pleasant duty today to welcome you 21l and to

thank you for responcding to osur invitation to atterd this function. I anm
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particularly hapsy to thank the Prims Minister and to extend to him
very warm welcome oun this occasion :nd to thaik him for gparing the time
and the energy, burdensd as we know they ars

and lay the foundation stone for th- new building ol the Tata

of Fundamental Research. I feel that Indian sc
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indeed that the Prime Minister of India should be one who h:
so deeply and fully the iaportance and vital role of scientific rsssa

in the development and the futare o

th

our country, Xot only has he givan
very great personal thougnt and attenticn to the prodlem, but he
sonally initiated and has carried through a vast programme of zelentific
development in the country., I f221 th.t all directly and indirsctly con-—
srned with scisncs ir Indiz ows « dsap sense of gratitude to the Prime
Minister and through hiw oo the Government of Irdia for the magnificert
support and lsadership inx fact thet th.y have glvon to science ard scien
tific research to ths causs of scientilic rescurch in this councry since
irdependence. Tho Tuata Instituts of Fundamncntal Research has & particular
sense of gratitude to the Prime Minister anc to the Government of India
for the support wund ussistunce thit it h.s receivad during ths last ssven
or eight years, The Atomic ZEnergy Commission hus recognised this Insti-

tute as the sole or tio principal centre for undsrtaking fundamsntal

I‘eSearch i0oTr 'the Gommission. T}lrou‘%h tl-e Com.'niSSiOn &nd ior LhiS p‘dl'pcse
2
ST B ,



2
large grante have ocon made to the Institute both on capital cccount and
on racurring account. Thanks to the speclal interest taken in the matlter

for instance, by the Prime Minister, we were able to obtain this very fine

ard valuzble gite. Considering tihet the site is right in the middle »f the

w

military area, you will ajpreciate that wnlsss the ailitary authoritics had
been good enough to sse the value and the importance of the work that was
going to be dons herc they might not have relished the idsa of releasin
such a valuable plot wod I would like to take this opnortuniiy to thonk
the Defence Ministry and the militecry authorities for thesir coopsration
in the matter, We are exprcssing thanks to the Government of India and
I would like, if I may, to singl. oub for special thanks our geod frisnd,
the pilot, irrepressiodle, irreoplaceadls and fortunately indestructible,
Dr. Bhatnzgar, Apart from tho Prime Minister, I do not taink that there
can be a single mar in the country who has done so much to foster and
build up scicntific rescarch in this country. The chain of great labo—

retories which stalks the lond today, they are witness to his patisnce

¢

and inexhaustible drive and urergy. as ths menper of the Jouncil, the
Govermasnt member of ths Jouncil of this Institute also Dr. 3hatnagar
has rendersd science most helpful servic through this Institute, Wwe are
all very gratefid to him. 3c¢fore novw roquesting the Chic £ Minister to

vake charge of the procesdings, I would like to tell him how happy we ars
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to see him among us btoday, to welcom: and thank him for agrsoing to

preside at the function, Whatover disagreement ve may have occasionally
on some metters, woe have ou.r ruspact and our affection and through you,
8ir, I would like also to thank tine Govermment of Sombay for their unstint-—
ing support rizght from ths ssginning of this Inetitution, IT may not be
known to some that the Tata Instituts of Fundamental Research was actually
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Towndzd zs a jeint orisrprisc, shzll we say, Dy ths Government of Bombay
and the Teta Trust and the Government of 3ombay has continus=d throughout
the cost both on capital and recurring account and
be reproconted most usefully on the Council of the Institute. Consi-

dering the very hsavy and pressing demonds tha’ are made on tne financial

rovincial Governmont, I fe2l that it shows a considerable
3
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vigion and enlightsrmont atleast on this subjzct on their part to support,
to sparc funde year aftsr ysur for promoting fundamental ressarch from
which there cannot bz, e you know, o riturn - gulck return, ¥e arc most
thankful to the Goverrnznt of Bomiay for their support and cooperation

they have given us. I om now ragus:sting the Chiof Ministsr to prasids =t

the function. May I wich everyon. h:re 2 happy new year?
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