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Guidelines for Contributors

The Journal of Defence Studies is a quarterly, refereed research periodical 
published by the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi. It 
seeks to encourage further research on the core issues of defence, provides 
the latest perspectives, and serves as a platform for sharing research 
findings and opinions of scholars working on defence-related issues.

The Journal contains a mix of research articles, essays, topical 
commentaries, opinion pieces and book reviews. Each issue includes 
articles on varied themes of relevance to the Indian Armed Forces, including 
emerging security threats and scenarios; civil-military relations; higher 
defence planning; doctrines and concepts; organizations and structures; 
command and control mechanisms; logistical support and sustainability 
issues; budgeting procedures and practices; and other related issues in the 
area of defence and national security. The Journal would also focus on 
issues concerning defence policy, reforms in defence sector, and defence 
economics.

Submission of Articles

The Journal welcomes two kinds of contributions: full-length analytical 
articles ranging between 4000–8000 words, and commentaries/book 
review essays between 2000–3000 words. 

Authors are requested to submit their papers in an electronic/soft 
format to the following email id: associateeditor.jds@gmail.com. All 
correspondence between the Journal editorial team and authors and 
reviewers will be conducted via email. 

Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been 
published previously, that is it not under consideration for publication 
elsewhere, that its publication is approved by all authors and that, if 
accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form without the 
written consent of the copyright holder. 

Upon acceptance of an article, authors will be asked to sign a ‘Journal 
Publishing Agreement’. If excerpts from other copyrighted works are 
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included, the author(s) must obtain written permission from the copyright 
owners and credit the source(s) in the article.

Review 

The articles will be peer reviewed/refereed before final selection for 
publication. The Editor reserves the right to make a final decision on 
publication as well as the right to make alterations. Selected contributors 
will be informed of the selection of their paper/article via email. 

Copyright/Author’s Rights

The copyright of the Journal rests with the IDSA. As an author you retain 
certain moral rights on the work and can use or disseminate it—with 
the permission of the copyright holder—for scholarly and for research/ 
teaching purposes. 

Format for Articles

We accept articles in MS WORD (2003/2007 versions). The electronic 
text should conform to the following:

•	 The text should be in English (preferably British [or American] usage, 
not a mixture of both styles). 

•	 The text should be in 1.5 spacing with standard margins.

Title Page

Provide the following data on the title page (in the order given):

•	 Title/Subtitle: This should be concise and informative.
•	 Author names and affiliations: We will require the full postal address 

of each affiliation, including the country name, and the e-mail address 
of each author. 

•	 Corresponding author(s): Ensure that email/contact details such as 
telephone and fax numbers (with country and area code) are provided 
in addition to the e-mail address and the complete postal address.

•	 Abstract: A concise and factual abstract (between 100-150 words) is 
required to be submitted along with the article. 

Sub-heads/Level-heads

Divide your article into clearly defined and/or numbered sections. 
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